I PS 270 THE DEKALK SCHOOL & SNN PRESENT A NEWS MAGAZINE IN PRINT & ONLINE FOR AND BY STUDENTS :: VOLUME 1 ::ISSUE 1 :: JUNE 2009

(HECKUS ONTHEWEB

g

For more stories, photos
and fo learn more,

please visit the online
vehrsmnA(;JY%ﬁ Igournal m O
an 2 ; . I .
réuscreecgmments _ _ _ IS in the
e District, An A+ School Indeed!

FAM"-Y & FRIENDS Every winter, New York City public schools take a citywide English Language Arts Test.
ANYWHEREINTREWORLD ssehowaur dudentsfaredthisyear androsetotheddlage FOR FULL STORY, PLEASE GO TO PG 2

PS 270 TAKE IN WASH. D.C.  HATE DISTURBS MEMORIAL ~ SNN COVERS B-BALL @ MSG  RESPECTING ONE’ S ELDERS

24 & 26 8 13 2
For more stories & photos, please visit THEPS270TIMES.SCHOOLNEWSNATIONWIDE.ORG :: Reach out at contact@schoolnewsnationwide.org



270Chronicles

Alter School

Asides

Editorials

Education

Embarassing
Moments

Excerptsfrom Slaves

Featured

Interviews

MemorableMoments

Miscellaneous

My Favorite Time
ofthe Year

PetStories

Poems

Sports

Trips

Whenl|GrowUp

NNPSZ/0

PS.270Is#1Linthe
District, An A+ School Indeed!

Everywinter, New York City public
schodlstakea dtywide English
Language Arts Test. Citywidetest
preparationisvery nerveracking and
tedious TheEnglish Language Arts
hasfivedandardswhichareasfollons

>> Reading & Writing

>> Speaking, listening, and
viewing

>> Conventions, Grammar, and

Usage of the English Language
and Literature

The Reading standard requires
students to read awide range of
books of different subjectsfrom
different authors. A total of twenty

five books are to be read by each
student. Other standards involve
the students reading aloud
proficiently, maintaining reading
logs, and working with
informationa materialsin order to
develop understanding and
expertise about the topics they
investigate. In preparation for the
exam, teachers and other members
of the faculty diligently worked
together to ensurethat each student
was academically ready. The day
before they took the exam, we
asked severa students what they
didin order to prepare themselves.
Someof their gepsinduded: Eating
ahedthy breakfast, studying,
praying, packing alot of writing

materia (pencils), and getting a
good night's dleep.
Thedaysfindly came-January 20th,
214, and 22nd and eech child tried
their best on these daysto exemplify
thehard work thet was done over the
Fal/Winter school year. Over the
course of three hours, the sudents
completed reading sdlectionsin hopes
to get good resultsintheend.
Apparently, dl of theschodl's
preparationfor thetest paid off because
PS. 270 successfully came out as
Number oneinthe 13th digtrict with
test sooresbeyond the 90th percentile.
Congratulaionstodl of the sudents
of PS. 270, may you have continuing
uccess through your education!



STUDENTS INTERVIEW STAFF

MitraW. Lutchman, Principal

Q: What isyour full name?

A: MitraWinfield Lutchman.

Q: What isyour culture?

A: Well I'm West Indian American.

Q: How wasyour childhood?

A: My mother was very nurturing. My dad
took us on alot of trips. My childhood was
very cultural, religious and just well rounded.
Asachild | played sports and mixed my
education with sports so | think my childhood
was well rounded.

Q: Doyou likeyou job?

A: | lovemy job; it'sachallenging job but
it's rewarding when | get to meet nice people
like you.

Q: What is one of the wor st problemsyou
encounter with your students?

A: I’'m never pleased when | have to suspend
student when they break the rules. Making the
decision to suspend a student can be very
difficult because suspension is not the answer
to aproblem. In my opinion suspensionislike
amini vacation for the children, | like kids to
be in school. Now they have the *“ Save Room”
program in which we send the suspended
students to other school sites where they can
get an education. But | really don't liketo
suspend kids because | think when they get
suspended they’ re not a part of the everyday
learning and they’ re missing out on their
education.

Q: How old wereyou when you first started
working at P.S. 270?

A: | started working at PS. 270 when | was
26 yearsold.

Q: How long have you been working here
at this school?

A: Well, if you count 10 years as a principal
and 10 as ateacher, | would say that | have
been working here say 20 years.

Q: Do you have any children?

A: Yes| have a beautiful daughter her name
is Tasha, she's a young woman now.

Q: What wer e some of the strugglesyou
encountered on your journey of becoming
aprincipal at P.S. 270?

A: | wouldn't call them struggles, more like
achievement obstacles. My first one would
have been going to schooal. | had to get an
education to qualify as ateacher and | also
had to get certified aso. Paying the tuition,
working during the day and going to school
at night was a challenge, but it was very
intrinsic and rewarding.

Q: What isyour vision for P.S. 2707

A: My vision isthat every child become an
independent learner, alife long learner and
that every child has mastery in English
LanguageArts, Math, Science, Social Studies,
Computer Science al of the core subjects. |
also envision that the children have athirst
and a desire to master these core subjects and

want to be life long learners.

Q: What wereyou beforeyou becameaPrindipal?
A: 1 was an elementary school teacher before
| became aprincipal. I've taught almost all of
the grades Pre- K, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th and 6th
grades. | never taught the 1st grade.

Q: Wheredo you live?

A: | liveright off Queensin acommunity
called Valley Streams.

Q: Haveyou ever had afight when you were
little?

A: No, because when | was younger my dad
always said to me that people who fight have
lost the power of thinking and that your brain
issupposeto solveall your problems, not your
fist. If you'velost the power of thinking and
the power of words, then you fight. I’ ve dways
used what my father told me as a barometer
to help me remain level headed, | never got
into fights.

Q: What did it takefor P.S. 270tobe#1lin
thedistrict?

A: Well, it took you- the children achieving
at the highest levdl, it took the teachersteaching
you. But most importantly it isyou going home
and applying what you learned and studying.
Also by putting the program in place and
having the right peoplein the right places
working with the students to achieve. Having
these thingsin place along with a good
curriculum, good teachers, sober minds and
children who want to learn are the ingredients
you need to have success.

Q: When you werelooking for teachers
what wer e you looking for?

A. Personality

B. Teaching Skills

A: Well, | think it's a combination of both;
you can't have all teaching skills and no
personality. | look for people that can enter
the children’s world and build arelationship
with them because if you don’t have a
relationship with children then you will not
reach them.

Q: What college did you attend?

A: For my real refining of my leadership skills
I’d have to say Bank Street College.

Q: What wer e some of the classes you had
to taketo become a principal ?

A: Inorder for you to be aprincipa you have
to take classes in administration, human
relations, budget, technology and psychology
courses. You also have to do an internship at
aschool in order to be aprincipa. Taking an
internship meant that | had to be a student
principal under a master principal so that |
could learn some of the skills and refine some
of my strategies.

Q: What isa Master Principal?

A: A Master Principal isaprincipa who has
lots of experience of the job, who is great
running a school; someone whose successin
running the school brought forth good
outcomes and good test scores. Having good
staff with professional development, students
who know how to behave and outstanding
programs that enrich the studentslives are also
qualities a Master Principal must possess. A
Master Principal isaprincipal from one of the
schools or ingtitutions where great things are



STUDENTS INTERVIEW STAFF

Linda Green, Asst. Principal

Q: Wheredoyou live?
A: | livein Bedford Stuyvesant, Brooklyn

Q: What areyour goalsfor P.S. 270?

A: My maingod isto have everyonewho graduates
from PS 270 prepared to enter Junior High Schoal.

Q: How did you help thisschool to become#17?
A: | assged the principd with dl the adminisrative
andindructiond things | amin charge of “Teaching
and Leaming,” a theschodl. A lot of thework sudents
hed to completethisyear camefromalot of my idess
| dsowork with teechersto help them become better;
and | work with sudents throughout the day to help
them become the bet thet they can be.

Q: What mativated you to becomeateacher?

A: Asayoung child | knew | wanted to becomea
teecher. When | wasin kindergarten | liked school so
muchtha | sad, “I wanted to bejust like my teecher,
Mrs Gorin”. | continued to movemy lifeinthe
direction of becoming an educator.

Q: How many year sdid you haveto goto college
tobecomeateacher?

A: | completed four yearsin undergraduste school
a the State Universty of Oneonta, whichwasa
teaching college and then | went to Brooklyn College
| havetwo magter'sdegreesand dso apod- graduate

degreein Supervison and
Adminigration. All together
| completed about ten years
of schoaling.

Q: Doyou likewhat the
chancdlor isdoing for the
school sygem?

A: Therearesomethings|
agreewith that Mr. Klein
changed that ismaking the
sydembeter. Therearecther
decisons| annot very
happy with, but he stheboss
and | havefdlow his
directives.

Q: What isyour greatest

fear asateacher?

A: When| wasateecher my

grestest fear wasthat | was

not going to be adleto reach every sudent in my
dass

Q: Doyou get along wel with the sudents?

A: I think | do. Every day they comeover and give
me hugsand kissesand they aredwaysvery palite
and respectful to me. We haveamutud respect for
each other.

Computer teacher Yarobay De La
Cruz shares secrets of technology

Q: Wheredoyou live?

A: Brooklyn, Park Sope.

Q: What isyour hometown?
A: Modesto, Cdifornia

Q: Howwasyour childhood?

A: My parentsworked redlly hard to meke surethet
| went toagood schodl and | udied alot and played
alot of goorts.

Q: What sportsdid you play?

A: | played basketball and basehall.

Q: Did you attend public school?

A: | went to public schoal for two yearsbut | went
to private school my whalelife.

Q: What Collegedid you attend?

A: CdiforniaPolytechnic

Q: How wasit in college?

A: Collegewasagreet experience. | learned about

alot of different thingsintheworld and it medeme
smarter and sronger.

Q: What wereyour favoritedassesin college?
A: lHlikedmy Endlishdassesbecausel liketowritealat

Q: What isyour favoritebook?

A: That'sagood quedtion. | like Norman Vincent
Pedle The Power of Pogtive Thinking. That'smy
favorite book. It hed themost impact onme.

Q: What ingpired you to become ateacher ?

A: #1. | likeworkingwith kids #2 | think technology
isredly important.

Q: What did you havetodudy tobeatechnd gy teeche ?
A: Wl | got my teaching degreeand | am more of
aperson thet learned technology asakid, likeyou
guys. | hed red world experiences, | used towork a
ahigh tech PR agency to that’swhy | know alot
about computers.

Q: Doyou enjoy being atechnology teacher?

A: Yegh, it'salot fun. It canbefun but it canadsobe
alot of work at times.

Q: Haveyautaughtinany ather shadsbesdeP.S 270?
A: | taught & alot of schodlsin Modesto, wherel’'m
from. | taught 3rd gradeand I’ ve taught the 7th grades
I'vetaught at alot of different schodls

Q: How doyou think the sudentsfed about the
work you teach?

Q: What can wedotoget morechildren toattend
theschool?

A: Wl | think thet wenesd to show people how well
we redoing herea PS. 270 and thet it isagrest schodl.
We need to do more PR, publicrdations | amtrying
to get the school community to Spreed theword about
our gregt schodl. Thepublic needsto know thet weare
an“A” school and our kidsare succeading. Parents
should know to bring their children to the school and
thet their children will succeed aswl.

A: | think that the kidsthink thet they arelearning a
lot and they' re having fun.

Q: Areyou proud of what you do?

A: I'msatisfied. | think | could be better but I'm
sidfied because | doalot of stuff.

Q: Doyauthink it ispossbletoimprovethecomputer Ieb?
A: Yeeh, thereisalat of Suff thet wecendill doinhere
Techndogy isdwaysworkingtoimprovethings

Q: Doyou haveany other certain goalsthat you
want to complete?

A: Yeeh| havealat of godsthet I'dliketocomplete



ENGINEERING THE FUTURE

Brookiyn Students Build
Underwater Robot

Rache Carson High School students show off underwater robot they
entered in international competition.

Rachd Carson High School students represented New York State
last week in an international marine robotics competition at the
M assachusetts Marine Academy in Buzzards Bay.

At the competition, the Coney Idand students showed off the project
they’ ve been working on this year: underwater robots for aquatic
research. These robots have avariety of uses, including exploring
areas and depths that humans cannot reach.

‘The course was a new and inspiring experience that stimulated my
interest in the undersea world and the competition was a new and
exciting experience,’” a student, Yoni Wolnerman, said.

Principal Edward Wilensky and his teachers devel oped the course
to enhance the school’s marine science theme. The school didn’t win
the competition this year, but participants say it was still worthwhile.
‘This competition was agood experience, we learned teamwork and
this prepares usfor next year’s competition,” a participant, Cui Ping
Deng, said.

‘We are delighted with the results of this experience and we plan to

offer additional classesto studentsin the coming years,’ Principal

Wilensky said.

What | like albbout Afterschool

By Tracy Rdad

There are some things about school that
| really like. One of those thingsis
going to the afterschool program. In
the afterschool program there are alot
of thingsfor usto do. One of the things
| like doing the most is practicing dance.
| especidly love how theteacher allows
us to come up with our own dances.
She saysthat it isgood for usto explore
the areas of our interest. It isfun when
we all work and put our ideas together.
The dances always are the best that
way. Sometimes we get into arguments
that get me stressed out. | also hateiit
when people get mad and walk out.
That way nothing gets done and
everyone goes home with a headache.
| am just glad that fights don’t happen
all the time but only oncein awhile.

Another fun activity in afterschool is
playing the piano. Mr. Macintosh is the

piano. Heisredlly cool. Before going
to hispiano class | did not know how
to play. | always thought it would be
too hard for meto learn but he made it
very fun and easy. | learned the notes
and how to play afew songs. Music
makes me feel good inside so when |
know how to play it that make me feel
even better.

The afterschool program isredlly great.
Sometimes when | think about how it
would beif | didn’t haveto go to
afterschool, | think that | would be
bored sitting at home and watching T.V.
| also love how the teachers help me
with my homework. If | had to do it by
myself at home, it would probably very
hard and take along time. | am glad
that | can have so much help in the
afterschool program. | have alot of fun
there and really enjoy it. | only wished
they had more snacks.



HISTORY OF STRUGGLE

No Hope foraSlave

By Krisopher Jminez

Over the past year, the School News Nationwide has been working on aproject titled ‘Words of Bonds . Through
this project, children have had the opportunity of learning more about Savery and the Holocaust and whet they
can do 0 thet eventslikethis can never hgppen again. Hereareafew excerptsfrom daves

Slavery-Era Etching

“ [wasinmywillage whenall of asucdensomeone
putabagover myheed. | coddn'tseeatdl. | wes
gared, | hadamilliondfferent thoughtsruning
through my head astowhet wasgaingtobedore
tome Wherethey gaingtokill me? Werethey
gaing to beat me? Wherethey gaing totake me?
What did they want with me?”

“ [ wesonly 10yearsadwhenthey tookme They
ket thebeg onmy heed for days whentheyfirally
removed thebeg | wesinadrangeplacel didn't
recognize [twesvery darkand theonly thing |
sawwaedha peopethetI'venea ssnbeare”

“Soon | found out that | wastaken towork,
they worked meall day and night. Nothing

could have gotten meready for the beatings,
thetreatment, thetorture. | waswhipped for
reasons| never knew. They called mebad
names because of my black sin.”

“I'mgivenfood onceawesk andit'stolagt for
thewholewesk | wesgiven bread, nolassesand
cornmeal tolag mefor awesk, thiswasvery
hard becausethey never gavemuch. Hunger
hasbecomea congant feding”

“ Thoughts of escape never et my mind, but
the guard dog security and night oversears
medeit all mogt impossble My degermination
wont let meacoept thislifeforced upon me, one
day | will excapeand befreeof this”



PS270 ACADEMICS

How to Succeed This Year in School

Oneof themost important thingsthat a parent
looksforward toisfor their child/ children to succeed
in school. When it comes to school, parents want
what’s best for their children, that’swhy they send
them too school and ensure that their children are
doing well socidly and academically.

To be successful at school, achild mist
first be prepared for school. One of the principle
of School News NationwideIf you fail to prepare,
you prepareto fail.” Thismeansthat if you don't
prepare yourselves for school in September then
your preparing yoursdlf for the failure during the
school year. | would say that the best way to
prepare for school and for the next grade that your
going to, isto read alot in the summer [go to the

library and try new books, parents can tag along
and jointhereading.] aso ask mommy and daddy
to complete all school supply shopping early and
to not wait for the last minute rush.

When school begins lets be excited at the
fact that we re going to another grade. The energy
that we have when school is not always there
around spring. So when you get tired of studying
and tired of doing homework ask for help with
thingsthat can help to motivate you. Maybe your
parents can help you with your homework or
seeking after school tutoring will help. Not many
kidsliketutoring, [even though their parentswould
encourage them to attend,] because they don’t find
it interesting or because they think only geeks

Famous African-American
Ancestors honored

by Javon

No one expressed the an?er that many black Americans felt during the 1950s and
1960s more vividly than Ma colm X. Helashed out at society’s unfair treatment of his
people and warned Americathat black people would no longer accept racia injustice.

by Jasmine Ramos

Lorraine Hansberry isagirl. Her family moved to awhite neighborhood. It was during a
time when black and white people usualy lived in separate part of town many of their
neighborhoods were angry that the Hansberry family has moved into awhite section of
town when Loraine walked to school many people called her names and made fun of her.
Shewasthe first black woman to have aplay write it was called a Raisin in the Sun.

by Destiny Aponte

Rosa Parkswas born in 1913. Shewent to jail because she did not give up her sest.
Shewas trying to fight the world to make a better place and help fight segregation.

by Gabrid Keith

Duke Ellington was born in 1899 he died in 1974, Ellington was a great conductor
and composer. His special style of music made him famous around the world.

by Chris

attend tutoring [not true] persondly, | attended
tutoring and it paid off. So anytime you have a
problem with any subject, then tutoring or after
school should be the answer.

Finally when the hard work of tutoring and
along school marking period is over. Then comes
theresults of straight A'son our report cards [wow
isn't thet great!!] The best thing that can happen to
any student isfor them to have straight A's on their
report cards, when the have earned the grades
through hard work. Sometimes student receive
rewards for having outstanding academic skills,
while sometimes others recelve awards for
improving in aparticular subject that they once
performed poorly in.

NAME YOUR
CULTURAL FIGURE

Jesse Owenswon the Olympic game in Germany. He was born in 1913. He worked
hard in school. Jesse Owenran at different placesal around the world. He won the Olympic
in 1939 Jesse died in 1980.

by Tonia Ramsey

Mary McLeod Bethune was born on July 10, 1875 on asmall cotton and rice. Mary
was a hard worker from childhood and helped her family in the fields by picking cotton.
Shewas enthusiagtic to experience and learn new things and she was one of the few blacks
around her to learn how to read and write. She would share her new knowledge with her
brothers and sigters at night. Thanks to a scholarship from a dress maker Mary was able
to continue her education.

by Dayshawn
Asthefirst black baseball player in the mgjor leagues, Jackie Robinson had a

difficult first year. He had to hold his temper against the racism and | et his outstanding
baseball playing show histeammates that he could help win the pennant.



PS270 VISIT NATION S CAPTIAL

Students Narrowly Avoid Hate at
Holocaust Museum on D.C. Trip

It is apparent that we have not succeeded in teaching our children well.
Our sudentsfrom N C Public School 270 were just around the corner preparing
to enter the U.S. Holocaust Memorid Museum, inWashington D.C., whereacitizen
with ahistory of hatred and white supremacy attacked the museum with arifle. His
raciam, anti-Semitism, Neo Nazism and anti-African American hetred fueled this
incident inwhich heintended to kill and destroy people's lives. He succeeded by
killing aheroic security guard, Stephen Tyrone Johns an African-American who
valiantly tried to gpprehend the shooter and protect people. Jamesvan-Brunn the
shooter was shot by other guardswho arrested him and took him under control.

At themuseum that night anew play “Anneand Emmett” wasset to
debut, aplay about hate crimeswhich, much like “Words of Bonds,” attemptsto
explorelessonsfor children from humenity’ sderkest periods The play tracesimaginary
conversation between Anne Frank, alittlegirl killedin the Nazi Holocaust who wrote
adiary and Emmett Till, alittle black boy lynched in Missssppi in 1955. Today
would have been Ms. Frank’s 80th birthday.

“Our whole play isabout hate, to eradicate hate, and thisisan example
of hetred,” said the playwright Janet Langhart Cohen, wife of former US Defense
Secretary William Cohen, who had been heading to the museum’sthegter for find
rehearsals ahead of Wednesday night's premiere when the atack happened.

We mugt take this opportunity to reflect on the aftermath of yesterday
tragedy to resolve to educate as many students aswe can through Words of Bonds,
SNN'smultimediaeducationd and film project which amsto teach children about
genocides, intolerance and racism. We must educate people that anti-semitism, white
upremeacy, neo-nazism and al formsof hate will not be tolerated. \We want our
children to know love, not hate; respect, not contempt. They must be taught to leave
their comfort zones, crassboundaries, and meet peoplefrom outsdether communities
and cultures. They must resolve to learn something from each person they meet.

Words of Bondsworkswith sudentsa schoolsdl over the country,
educating and empowering them to be better citizens of theworld. Wewant our
gudentsto lead future generationsin creating aworld where every human being is
treated with the utmost respect.

However, to offset risng costs and growing budgets creetive budgets, our
not-for-profit project accepts tax-deductible donations from hard-working folkslike
you who want to ensure today’s sudents have achance to grow up in aworld where
these arocitieswill never happen again. Thank you very much in advance for your
time, blessngsand condderation. To meke atax-deductible, charitable donation with
your debit or credit card, safely and securdly, viaour Partner FIRST GIVING, please
click the button below and we ask you to be as generous asyou can. Thereare
numerouslevels of support, different and flexible payment timeframes, aswell as
gifts can be made in memory of loved ones.
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At the Brooklyn District
Attormey’s Office, PS. 270 Kids
are doing a skit “Quit Bugging
Me” about an assault while
PS270 Junior Journalists are
asking questions on the radio.
Featuring:

Charles Hynes,

Scali,

and PS 270 Junior Joumalists

Q: When did you dedidetodart the
legalized program?

A: 23yearsago ayoungAfrican
Amgicanmenwhowasonly 23years
of egewas chesad to hisdegth acrossthe
Bdt Parkway inthe Howard beech
stion of QueensCounty. | wasthe
chief trid atomey inthet ceseand|
convidted threeof them of homidde
threedefencesof homidde Whenll reed
their probetion reportsthey hed leamed
tohateAfricanAmeicansather athome
or & schodl. So | thought whet better
way to do something about thet mindset
but to start aprogram that would teech
young people fifthgrade childrenwhich
isvery much conddered theyear of
choiceby educators hat it swrong to
hateanyoneregardessof whet ther
differencesmight be

Q: What isassault in thesscond
degres?

ADA: W, apersonisguilty of essault
inthe second degreewhenhelshe
intentionelly causssphydcd injury to
another person by using adangerous
indrument.

Q: What isadangerousingrument?
A.D.A: Adangerousingdrumentisany
indrument whichthemannerinwhich
itisused cencausedesth or ather serious
physicel injury.

Q: What isasriousphydcal injury?
A.DA: Asziousphyscd injury means
physcd inuywhichaegtesasubdantie
risk of degth.

ABOUT THEXIT

CHECK OUT THE AUDIO INTEVIEW ON

http://www.youtube.com/view_play_list?p=50B
69COB31AEF3D5&search_query=ask+the+d.a.

Q: Whoarethemain charadtersin
“Quit BuggingM¢€'?
A: Bugs Musde and Pincipd Wefle

Q: Whoattacked Musdes?
A: Bugs

Q: Why did Bugsattack Musdes?

A Bugsatacked Mudesbecause
Musdesembarasssd him.

Q: What did Bugsusetoattack
Musdes?

A: Bugshedabrakenhendwrgppedina
¢t and hesruck Musdeswithit

Q: Isacas conddered a
dangerousingrument?
A:Yes

Q: Whyisacas consgdered a
dangerousingrument?

A: Becausethemanmner inwhichitis
usadit cancausedegth or other physicd
inuries

Q: Let’'sak theDA.: Isthat true?

Canacag beoconsdered adangerous
ingrument?

A: Anything that can causeserious
physicd injury or degthisadangerous
ingrument andussdinthestary oatainly
thecast which causeagredt ded of

damegetoMusdesisdearly adangerous
insrument.

Q: What crimedid Bugscommit
when heusad hiscast tohit Musdes?

A: Asault inthe second degree
CALLERQUESTIONS

Q: Bugswhat did you think whenthe
ather sudentsdartedtolaugh at you?
Bugs | fdt kind of embarrassad and
agy.

Q: Why did you alwaystry toget
ahead of theather peopleon theline?
Musdes | tried to get aheed because
thelinewasgettingtoolongand | redly
wantedtoeat, 01 dedded tokip aheed
of other people

Q: Did you think about how other

sudentswould fed whenyoutried to
get ahead of them?

A: No, ediuelly | didn't reglly think about
what wasgoing to heppen.

Q: Bugs why didn’t you tdl someone
or work it out ingtead of fighting?
A: Becaue| redlly didn't think about
whet | could vedone | wasjust toomed
tothink about it.

Q: Musdes why did you thresten
Bugsand say you would bresk his
other arm?

A: | threstenad imbecausehewouldi't
mind hishusness andthet' swhy hehed
hisam broken.

Q: Bugs, did you think about the
consguencesyou would faceby
committing an assault?

A:No, likel ssid before, | waskind of
angry, too angry tothink about those
thingshefore

Q: Bugswasthrestened by Musdes
but doesthat giveBugsany right to



Ask the District Attomey

hurt Musdes?

AD.A: Noitdoesttgivehimany
righttohurt im. Heshouldtdl a
teecher; heshould find ancther way to
ded withtheprodlem.

Q: What if he sactually attacked?
Can heddend himsdf? What must
hedounder thosedrcumsances?

A.D.A: Wdl you should dwaystry
and avaid fighting beck and hurting
someonedsg butif heshangattacked
hedoesnead to protect himsdf and
0 hecould use theamount of force
thet'snecessty to protect himsdlf but
nomoreforcethenthet. Under thelaw
thisiscaled sHf defence

Q: How doyou likethelegalized
programinyour dass? Howdo
you fed about ADA Scali coming
toyour dassevery month or 0?

A: | thinkit sawondaful treet. The
childrenlook forward tothevist and
they areganingalat of information
fromwhet they aregetting. They get
achancetointeract with eech ather;
they get achencetointeract withthe

ADA. It steeching themafinelesson.

Q: ADA i how doyou enjoy or
fed about thelegalized program?
ADA: Wl I'veadtudly leeamed a
lot fromthetimesthat I'vebeentothe
schoal and taught the children.
Soadficaly, oneof themogt important
thingsthat I' veleamed isthet often a
thispaintinthar livesthefirg contact
they’ vehad with thelaw hasbeana
negativeone, possbly with ardetive
or aparent having been aresed or
benintroublewiththelaw insome
manner. So thisisagood oppartunity
togvethedhildrenapostiveexpaiance
withthelan. Thismay prevent them
from having anegetive experience
withthelaw inthefuture

Q: | haveaquedion for Bugs do
youthink that Musdes misoonduct
wasagood reason for you to beat
him up?

A: No, nat redlly, becausshedidn't
redly hit meor touchme, 0| didn't

redly havearight tohit himor injure
himatdl.

Q: What havewelear ned today?
A: Thethingthet | leamed today isto
think beforel act

A: | leamed thet the choicesthet you
meketoday shepeyour world

tomorrow.

A: | learmed towetch my temper

A: | leamed thet growing up anger is
anisuebecause peoplewill takestuff
thewrongway. But it'sjust words
Thet'slikealifelessontome

A: I'veleamned that wearevery
fortunetetohavepaoplelikeMs Lemer
who care so much about the kidsthet
sheteaches

DON'T LET YOUR CHILD

FALL BEHIND!

FOR MORE INFO, PLEASE VISIT OUR SITE:
WWW.SCHOOLNEWSNATIONWIDE.ORG




GIVING BACK

My Favorite
Teachers &
fa

by Samud Stevens

Ms Joneshasbeenanexcdlent para, | w 4=t oo o Smm e A0
Jones When | grow up | want to beaprofessond footbd| player. | want tobeable
tobuy amangonfor Ms Jonesin Barbedos | redlly gppreciatewhat Ms Joneshas
donefor me.

by SeonAdison

Ms Jones the parain my dasshasbeen agreat persontome Sheisimportart
tomebecauseof dl thehdp that hegivestome | dsolikethat hesurprisssme
dl thetime | amthankful for thasethings. Ms Jonesisoneof thebest person'sever
tome

CHORUS

Today inchorusmy chorusteecher Ms Wellstold the dassto Sand up. Shewented
usto gtretch beforewe sang. After we did our sretchesMs Wellsgave useech a
music shegt. Themusic shegt had many different notesonit, therewere eight notes,
quarter notes, half notesand Sixteen notes

Ms Wdlstold thedasstolook a thefirgt bar and to sudy it for afew minutes She
then picked on different sudentsto tdl her what noteswereontheline Sometimes
thereweretoo many noteson onelineand shewould alow usto help eech other.

After weread through dl the natesit wastimeto Sng the song on themusic shedt.
We practiced the song acouple of timesuntil it westimefor thedasstoend. Ms
Wdlstold usto put our music shegtsin our foldersand thet wewould be gatinga
new song soon. Thedasslined up and Ms Woodson, our regular teecher took us
updtairsto get our lunch and coats.

A Woman Worth aMillion Ddlars
by Kenneth Jones

| guesstherearealot if people that are worth amillion dollars but
I'm taking the time to mention one woman right now. Her nameisLinda
Lerner, sheisawonderful woman who livesin New Jersey but works
in New York. Sheisateacher here at P.S. 270, in Brooklyn. Ms. Lerner

isalso my favorite teacher and | believe she is worth amillion dollars.

Ms Lemer isadwaysputting usaheed of everything eseand shedoes
extraordinary thingsfor our dass Weadl loveMs Lemer because hedesdifferent
thingsfor usand with ussuch astrips, adtivities gift and having funwhilelearning.
All thewhile encouraging usto never give up on oursalves or eech ather.

Oreday | decidedtotdl Ms Lerner whet | fed sheisworth, but unfortunately
| only hed onedallar with me. So, | hdd out my onedaller bill andtold Ms. Lerner
shewasworth onemillion dollarsand thet | would pay her the other $999,999.00
later. TomeMs Lermer will dwaysbethe best teecher | ever hed, eventhough she
might beforgetful a times | sill loveand will dwayslove Ms Lerner and now she
knowswhét sheisworthtome!

Favorite Timeof theYear AndreDavilar

My favoritetime of theyear isthe summer time. Summer ismy favorite
Seas0on because we have abresk from school and | can beoutsdedl thetime. | can
gotothepool and swvimto coal off. | likethe summer themost because| gettogo
tothemoviesand wetch alat of scary movies | dso get to pend moretimewith
my family that' swhy the summer isthebest tome

by Raevon Epps

My favaritetime of theyear issummer time | likethistime because | don't haveto
wakemy mother up o early inthemormings, to tekemeto schodl. Al | haveto do
ishavefundl day long. I can havefunwith my friends, wecan go to the besch and
play outsde. Inthe summer timewe can ride our hikesand go to the park. We can
dso chesefirdliesa night.

by SamanthaSevens

My favaritetimeof theyeear isthe summer timebecause | cango outsdeand
play with my friends During thesummer timethereareadwaysbarbeues e the park
and a peopleshouse | likeit because| can goto camp and vist my family upgtate.
| candso gotothepoal and placesthat arefunlikethelibrary. Inthe summer time,
| vigt my Sgterscollege, meet people and ssewhat collegelifeislike
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PROFILES IN PHILANTHRORPY

“You Got To Do Something™

FORMER
BASKETBALL
STAR GIVES
BACK TO HIS

COMMUNITY

This is the philosophy Tal Brody has based his entire life on. As living proof
of his “talking isn’t enough” theory, Tal continues to do for his community,
his country, and anyone he meets.

J program touched the lives of thousands
Let sPIay Ball Program of Isradli children between the ages of

Ince 1980 B five and eighteen. Children who were
By coaching and giving drawn to the sport that had every Isradli
Basketbll Clinicsin schoals kibbutzim,  housshold glued tothe TV set on Thursday
development townsand thearmy, Td nightswatching Maccebi Td-Aviv win
maneged toreech over 200000youngsters  one championship after another. These
withhis“LetsPay Ball” programupon  pictures of extremely happy children
retiring from professiond Basketbell. The  haying thetime of their livessay it dll.
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SACRED HOLIDAYS

TnptoJewsh Children Museum

by Shadorian Watt

When | heard that my classwas going to
the Jewish Children'sMuseum, | wasexcited. Inclass
we were learning about the Holocaug, thanksto our
teacher Ms. Lerner. Sheis Jewish and the classhes
been comparing davery and the Holocaust. So, of
course thewhole dasswas excited about thetrip.

The day we went on thetrip, we were lucky
enough to have an excellent guide named Leah.
We went upstairs and the guide talked about some
of the little things that could be done to make the
world a better placeto live in. Some peoplein the
classtaked about picking up trash off of the streets,
turning off lightswhen it is not being used and
unplugging household appliances when they aren’t
being used as well. We also made cards to be sent
to people in hospitals, orphanages and nursing

homes. Thiswasto teach us not to be self- centered
and to think about otherswho are all aone.

When we moved to the next exhibit, we saw
ahuge bowl of matzo bal soup. There were also
enormous candles like the onesto light on Shabbas.
The guidetold us about the Sabbath, and that nobody
does any work on that day. She dso explained to us
that ondl other daysthey would be busy dleaning up,
but on the Sabbath they do nothing but rest.

Then she darted to talk about the Passover,
but my classaready knew about that, so we turned
thingsaround and told her everything we knew about
Passover ingtead. Wetold her that Passover iscdleorated
to remember when the Jewish people escaped from
Egypt and how Matzo came into being because the
Jews had no timeto finish baking their bread, so they
|eft their bread flat and that'swhy it is called matzo.
Thisday was both educationa and fun; | had ablast!

Passover
Seder

by Shivone Smith

The Passover Seder helpsusto remember about
the ten plagues and the Jewish peopleleaving
Egypt. Thedasslearned to spesk alittle Hebrew
and learned to Sng aHebrew song and it is
cdled Dayenu. | leamed somuchinMs Lerner's
class Wetried different kinds of foodsthet our
teacher served to usand everything teste gredt.
Wedrank gragpejuiceingtead of wine Wedso
atematzo, aflat cracker used instead of bread.
Weweredso served chicken, sdlad and noodle
kugdl. It was agood Seder, everyoneinmy
classloved thefood.

We celebrated with this Passover Seder from
our Jewish teacher Ms Lerner. Ms. Lerner has
been teaching our dassabout her rigion, both
the good and the bad. We' ve read books about
theHolocaust and evenwatched amovie called
TheBoy in the Striped Pgjama. We al'so read
about Anne Frank and how her father survived
the Holocaust but she and her mom did not
survive. Her father discovered her diary and
shared it with theworld. We learned that over
6,000,000 Jews werekilled in concentration
camp during the Holocaust.

by Craig Spencer

At our Passover Seder, | learned about
adifferent celebration and how to celebrateit.
At the Seder we wore aspecid kind of hat
cdledayarmulke. We learned a different
languege called Hebrew and learned how
Mosestried to free the Jewish daves from
Egyptiansand Moseshad God'shelp. | aso
learned that God sent down the ten plagues
onto the Egyptians. Moses split the Red Sea
to dlow the Jewsto escgpe from Egypt.

At the Seder, one of the things people
edt are hitter to remind them of the harsh times
when they were daves and when they had to
work hard under the Egyptians Wedso learned
thet a the Seder table, thereisawaysacup of
wineleft for Elijah, the prophet that will tell
usof the Messiah's coming.

TheHebrews, who escaped thetorturefrom the
davemaders did not havetimeto let their breed
rise, because the Pharach Rameses may have

hismind and not let them leave. When
Ramesesdid not let Moses peoplego, God sent
down ten plaguesto punish the Egyptians
Lagtly, each year peoplewait for theinvishble
Elijahtotekeadp of thewine. Wedso atea
typeof cracker cdled matzo. Whenwe aethe
matzo we found out it was so dry that we had
to drink wine (grapejuice) with it. Some of us
dipped the matzo into the wine and ate it thet
way. We ate chicken (pork was out of the
quesiongnceitian't Kosher), sdad and noodle
pudding that realy wasn't pudding at al. We
al had agood time. Thelesson that | learned
from the Passover Seder is, you' re never too
oldtolearn new things.



IN REMEMBRANCE

Whatan assembly!

In April we wereinvited to
attend and participate in an
assembly program. We read
poemsthat we wrote about either
ourselves, slavery or about the
Holocaust. We also danced the
Hora, an Israeli folk dance. After
our class participation was over,
we took our seats and waited
while Mr. Tinglin introduced
Rabbi Jacob, a Holocaust
survivor.

Everyone was excited to be
able to meet a Holocaust
survivor in person. Rabbi Jacob
told us that he was happy that
we were interested in hearing
his story. He also told usthat the
poemswe recited to the audience
were good and that we danced
the Horawell. Rabbi Jacob told
us stories about life during the
Holocaust, once he was finished
he gave us a chance to ask him
questions. | enjoyed this
assembly alot.



EXTRA-CURRICULAR

Why Do
YOU Like
After School?

by AlexisBdgrave

My favoritetimeof theyear iswinter. | likewinter
because| can goice- skating andif it snows| canplay
inthe snow for hours. Sometimes| get to stay home
from school inthewinter when it'stoo cold outside, |
lovedayslikethose | liketowrap upin ablanket and
eat hot food inthewinter time. | likeit whenit rains
becauseit hdpstheflowers soil and grassto grow. | like
thewinter time.

My After School Program
by SamayaWeatkins

At dterschodl | would liketo learn meth, writing,
reeding, socid sudiesand learn how to repect people
and focusonmy work.

Therearemany thingsthet | would liketolearn
inafterschoal. | want to have better gradesin school and
| think that afterschodl would hdpmeto do better. 1 would
liketolearn Math, writing, reeding, and socid studies
Theresson| want tolear moreisbecausel lovetoleam.

Leamingisfunbecauseit mekesmesmarte. Someimes
it can beboring espedidly whenitishard but | dways
fed good when | learn something new. At afterschod!,
theteechershdp dl the sudentstolearn thesethings

Ondf thethings| likemost about afterschoal is
learning how torespect people | think thet teaching respect
meke usbetter udents. | don't want to be part of abed
school becausethat would messup my life. | wanttobe
assmatas| canbe havefunandenjoy my timeinschoal.
Schodl canbefunif evaryonedoeswhat they’ resupposd
toand | amglad thet thereateacherswho careenough to
help sudentsundergand this

Ina&fterschool | dsolearned how tofocusonmy
work. | don't dwayslikedoingwork especidly efter a
long day of schoal. Thetistheworst. Sometimes| just
wart to play gamesor hang out with my friendsbut the
teacherswant usto dowork. | remember oneteacher
sying that | did not spend enough time concentrating on
my work and that | needed to focus moreif | wanted to
besmate. Thismativeted meto do better. After Schod

SURVEY SAYS

We asked someof our sudentsin efter
school whet exectly did they likemost about
theprogram; thesewere someof their
responses

| liketo do martid artsand play besketball
a afterschoal. | amvery good a playing
beskethdl. | practicewith my brothers
evaryday whenl get homefromschod. My
brothersdon't play asgood asl do ol try
toteach them. Maybeoneday they’ll beas
niceas! anand!’ll beproud. Basketball
isprobadly my mogt favoriteport. | love
watchingtheprofessondsplay intheNBA
becausethey ingoiremeand get meexdted
about thegame.

—Joe

What | liketo do a afterschod isplay
beskethdl expedidly whenthe coech comes
andtakesustothegym

— Ashawn Baird

| like after school becauseweget tolean
how to play the piano. Welearn how to
dance, play basketball, and paint. Weeet
lunch and are given snecksand we play
games Andthat'swhy | likegoingto
dterschoal.

— ShanieGreats



MoreS

L etter toMr. Lutchman

Dear Mr. Lutchman,

| would liketo ask you if we could
have more sportsin schoal, like baseball,
two- hand touch football and soccer. |
understand that you are agood soccer player
and you could probably be our coach. Sports
can help usto exercise, learn how to work
together and play as ateam.

We could also learn how to work
together in the classroom as well. By the
students working together, it will show
that we can accomplish anything; it will
also show that we can cooperate with each
other and most of all, it will show that we

have learned how to help each other.

Respectfully yours,

Kristopher Jimenez

Interview with the Principal

Next | went to afour- year college and got a
BA Degree, | aso attended a couple of Higher
Education Universities. Today | have 3 Masters
in Early Childhood, Special Education and

L eadership Education, which isadministration
|eadership program.

Q: How doesit feel to be a Principal?

A: Being aprincipal feelsrewarding, it's
challenging and it is hard work. Most
importantly it is the problem solving that the
jobisall about, looking at problems and
applying strategies to solve them. Also coming
up with the solutions that bring forth the best
outcomes.

Q: Whoinspired you to become a principal ?
A: | would say my teachers, the many teachers
| had and the many principaswho have played
avery important role in my life. They have
inspired me to become a principal but more
importantly | think it'sthe drive inside of me.
Someone once told me that “as a good
classroom teacher | could have an impact on
my class, but | can have a greater impact on
all thekidsif | become the principal.” With
this | knew | could touch the lives of many
children and there families.

Q: Areyou proud of what you do?

A: Absolutely if | wasn't proud | wouldn't be
here, the day | stop being proud isthe day |
quit my job as Principal of P.S. 270. Quitting
isnot likely because | love what | do.

Q: Doyou think your studentsenjoy the
thingsyou’'redoing for P.S. 270?

A: That is probably one of the most difficult
questions you' ve asked me today. We try to
provide activities and wetry to provide

enrichment for the students. | can tell by their
involvement that the students appreciate the
things we are doing for them; sometimes that
is agood barometer. We have provided
Saturday Academy for the students but the
turn out has not been great. With this|’ve
come to the conclusion that the students might
be getting caught up on sleep or they have
other things they are involved in on Saturdays.
Or the kidsjust aren’t too keen on the idea of
going to school on the weekend. | think for
the most part the kids enjoy what we provide
for them, we try to give them awell- rounded
education and activities that will enrich their
lives. Everything isal well aslong as they
have their weekends free.

Q: What doyou enjoy themaost about your job?
A: What | enjoy most about my job is meeting
the children, greeting them and interacting
with them. Walking through the halls daily
and my students call me also all the nice hugs
| get really make my day. You don’t know how
much | appreciate it sometimes |’m having a
really rough time. For instance this morning
was really rough on me but just being with
you guys is more important to me. | think that
it'sthe best part of the job, the daily interaction
with the children.

Q: How long do you think you will remain
astheprincipal of P.S.270?

A: Well that's atopic that’s been tossed about
inmy head for sometime now. I'm &t acrossroad
now where | have to think about how long |
would stay at the job and where I’d move on
when thetime comes. Right now | want to focus
on having good health and if | have good health

ports in School

then doing some moreyears a PS. 270 iswhat
| want. One of the biggest challenges we have
here at 270 isto ensure that we keep 270 dive
because we have dwindling enrollment. That
means the admissions of children here every
year is getting smaller and smaller, I'm hoping
at some point the school doesn't get closed
down because of it. With this knowledge | will
try my utmost to make sure that the Johann
Dekalb School, the PS. 270 School staysdlive.
It hasto stay alive because | think and | know
the community needs this schooal.

Q: Areyou thinking about furthering your
education by getting your doctorate?

A: You know that furthering my educationis
something that everyone around me wants me
to do. Between my mother, my wife, and my
colleagues- even some Universities have written
metrying to get meto enroll in apost- graduate
degree program. | often wonder what would |
do with adoctorate because I'm at astage in
my life where I’m about to retire. I'm till torn
with that idea perhaps one day | might be
motivated to go on and get a doctorate but |
have given it thought.

Q: What isyour reationship with the parents?
A: Well | would say, most of the parentsin this
school a some point have been either inmy class
or | have had their sudentsin my class. Sothere's
been along relationship; meaning that the kids
that I'm teaching now are children of my previous
students and the grandparents used to be the
parentswhen | was ateacher. So | haveavery
good relationship with the community; it'slike
more of afamily setting. Soit issafeto say that
| have agood relationship with the parents.



Letterto
NYC Mayor

Dear Mayor Bloomberg,

| am afifth grade student
with someimportant idessfor you
to think about. Fird, | think that
we need portable laptopsin our
schools. Thisis because some
sudentsdon't have any computers
a home and they actudly need a
computer to help themselvesin
thelearning process which would
a0 help to get our homework
done faster and nester.

Next, | dso think that we
need amuch fagter Internet service
because the Internet servicein our
school isn't fast enough. | would
liketo seethat improvement made
S0 we could be ableto get more
time and turns on one of thetwo
computersin our classroom.

Then, | dsothink thet schools
could use new headphonesto go
dongwiththenew computers Many
of our heedphones arebroken and
| blievetha many other gudents
would liketo have new ones We
can't dwayshavethesound on
during dasstime, sotheheedphones
would bean advantageto us.

| understand that the city
does't have thet type of money
to spend onlittlethings, but | have
anideato help with thet. If you
makeaded withApple, you could
trade and advertising for laptops.
If everyonewho getsanew lgptop
tobuy only anApple PC, everyone
would win. Thank you for taking
timetoread this.

Respectfully yours,
VeronicaHanc

HELPING THE COMMUNITY

Litter inthe Streets

by Alexis Bell

If | see somebody littering | would tell the
personto pick it up. If that doesn’t work | would talk
to the garbage men about coming and cleaning up
the street more often. My last resort would be to take
mattersinto my own hands and start to clean the
streetson my own. Thisis becauseit’simportant to
take care of your neighborhood and having so much
garbage around isn't healthy, people may become
very sick.

If | were the
U.S. President

by Eliab Randolph

If I were President | would want the world
to change. One reason | would want to change the
world isto make better schools and to make more
schoolsthan jails. Another reasonisso that | could
make better health care for people. As president |
would pay for sick people to see doctors when they
don’'t have enough money. | would also make jobs
available to poor and homeless people. The main

reason why | would want to be president would beto

help the people that can't afford to help themselves.

Helping the
Elderly, Needy

by Samantha Stevens & Andre Daviler

Wewould help the el derly peoplein the neighborhood
0 that they could do their shopping and run their
errands. We would get agroup of people from the
city to help the elderly especially when the wesather
isbad. Assgting the elderly when the weather is bad
isimportant because the elderly aren't ableto get out
b themselves and if peoplelike usdon't help the
elderly might starve or get Sick. They might get Sick
if they run out of medicine and food and people like
us have to make sure that doesn't happen.

Gettingagood
educationiskey

by Craig Spencer

Itisimportant to get agood education so that
when you grow up you can be whatever you want to
be. I have to get an education because when | grow
up | want to be an engineer. | know | haveto beredly
good in math to become an engineer. It isaso good
to get an education to make sure that you don’t end
up on the street, with no money no education and no
chance of getting ajob. It isalso good to get ajob
becausethenitslesslikely for meto gotojail because
| won't be on the streets and getting in trouble.



PS270 SOAKS UP HISTORY AT CAPITAL



ACADEMICS

Score Big on Next Math Test

by Shanise G.

Inthe beginning of March wetook abig meth test at school thet
lasted two whole days. The two test dayswere Monday and
Tueday. When we got to the classroom the teacher handed us
each a#2 pencil. The meth test was easy because therewas
subtracting, addition, multiplication and divison onit. | passed
thetest, and the teecher threw aparty for the dlass We pushed dll
of the desk together to make along table. At the party we had
pizza, icecream, cake, chips, sodaand goody bags When everyone
was done eating we put our chairs put got onlineand went home.

by Jmmy B.

| cameinto my dlassroom oneday and my teecher was aready
passing out papers. | quickly unpacked my notebooks, pencils
andaruler. | put my coat and my book beg inthe doset and waited
for my test. | was nervous about passing thetest aready | kept
thinking whet if 1 didn't pass? My teacher finaly handed me my
test and | Sarted onit write away. | worked out the problemson
thetest carefully. | finished my test 3rd in the dlass. | was happy

because | know | did good.

Momasto Remamba & Food

Hopeful words fromthose
who love the students, school

by J. Wingfidd

PS. 270 isamulti-culturd school which
representsthe Diagporaof sudentsfromvarious
countries Thisschool hesaplessant and inviting
cultures. If | may add, Presdent Obama
mentioned in one of his speechesthat ‘wethe
peopleanda ‘ patchwork of heritage” Smilarly,
‘wethe peopleat PS. 270 representsa’‘ patch
work of heritage’

Asan employee of the Johann Dekab Schoal-

PS. 270, | enjoy coming to work everyday.
Each day bringswith it new experiences. No
day isthesamed PS. 270. It givesme plessure
towitnessthegrowth of sudentsasthey develop
sdf- confidence, sHf- esteem, and socid kills
Studentslearn to recognize and build their
character. Traitslike honesty, respect,
responsibility and perseverance are developed
daily. Children learn communication, active
ligtening, problem solving, understanding and
managing group dynamics Working with these
younggtersreminds methet it's okay to be
different and that ajourney darts somewhere.

| am now going to sharewith you, the
reeder, an experiencewhich gave me hopeand
resliency.

Oneafternoon while sitting at my desk

my phonerang. | picked upthephone | ansvered,
‘ Counsdling, good afternoon.’ The party onthe
other end of the phonesad, * Good evening, my
nameisLMN and | am calling from NPQ
hospitd. May | please spesk to Ms Wingfie d?
hestantly, | replied, * Spegking.” Of coursel
don't know anyonea NPQ hospitd. Surprisingly,
| wasinformed that astudent who received
counsdling services from mewas admitted to
NPQ hospitd and theonly oneLMN wanted to
cdl was me, Ms Wingfidd. | was surprised.

After alengthy conversation with the
individua | hung up. Immediately | began
thinking ‘How canthisbe? thought thisstudent
hated me. Needlessto say, this student hed
disrespected me daily, even during sessons.
After much debate with mysdf | redized the
student did not know how to respond to or
reciprocate love and care,

When LMN returned to school, during
our dally chet it wasreveded that ‘ Inthewhole
world you (Ms. Wingfield) wasthe only one
who listened and cared.” My heart opened and
we embraced.

After many yearsthe student will visit
me when in the neighborhood. The
aforementioned scenario teechers - never give
up, keep trying, thereisdwayslight intheend
of thetunndl.

Take a look at some of
PS270 students’

embarrassing moments!
By Makiyah Bobo

I can remember my embarrassing moment
asif it wasyesterday. My dad bought me abike for my
birthday. | was looking forward to riding my new bike
but my dad was very busy and did not havethetimeto
take me out. He was unable to teach me how to ride,
s0 | decided to teach mysdlf how to ride- big mistake!
My mother took meto the park and we discovered that
people were having a birthday party there.

My mother said, ‘Let meteach you how to
ride’ | said, “NO! No! No! Let medo it by mysdif.’ |
looked around the park before | started to ride my bike.
Then | put my knee pads, elbow pads and my helmet
on. | got on my bike | was so proud on myslf, but |
couldn't keep my baance. Thenext thing | knew | landed
withaBUMP! Everyonelaughed. | was so embarrassed.

By Fyness Canty

Oneembarassing thing thet heppenedtomewas
when| wasat my cousin'shouse My cousinsand | wereplaying
onthetreedmill ingteed of exerdgng onit. Wewererunningon
thetreedmill and would Speadit up asfat asit could go. When
itwasmy tumnto runonthetreedmill my cousn spedit uptoo
festand | fel. | waslaughing so hard thet | couldn’t get upand
stayed a thebedk of thetreedmill, my ather cousin hopped on
andshefel juglikel did, butfel into mekidingmeintothe
dressr and | busted my heed open. It truy wasanembarrassing
and panfu momentfor me | leamed my lesson efter thet and
vowed never to get onthet treedmill ever again.
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Students’ take

onteams, players

NY JetsAre The Bes
by Kaylan Biggs

TheNew York Jetsare aprofessond
American football teeam. They are membersof the
Eadtern Division of American footbdl gamesinthe
Eagtern Ruther. Thesegamesarehdd in New Jersey
at the Giants Stadium. Thetraining facilitiesand
corporate heedquartersopenedin 2008 and arelocated
in Horham, New Jersey. Their heedquartersand
training facilitieswere formerly located at Hofdtra
University in Hempstead, N.Y.

The team began in 1960 as acharter
member of the American League under the name
New York Titans. In 1963 it wasbought and renamed
after AndresJ. Grosser. The Jets|ater joined the NFL
aspart of theAFL- NFL merger. The Jetshold the
diginction of being thefirst AFL team to defeet a
NFL dubinan AFL- NFL World Championship
game, when they defeated the Bdtimore Coltsin
Super Bowl 111

OnAugus 6, 2008 the Jets acquired
quarter- back Brett Favrefromthe Green Bay Packers
for aconditiond 4th round draft pick. The Jets hed
originaly intended to pick Favreinthe 1991 NFL
draft, but the Atlantic Falconswho were one spot
ahead of the Jets chose him ingtead. On August 7th
2008 wasthe day thet Brett Favrewastraded to the
NY Jetswho decided to part wayswith quarter- back
Ched Pennington. He was releasad from theteam
later on that day and eventudly went onto sgnwith
the Miami Dolphins. Brett Favrethrew 6 touch
downsinab6- 35 pointwinagaing ArizonaCardinds
thiswas accepted to be one of the best games Favre
ever played. The NY Jetsfinished theregular season
witha9-7 record diminated from play of contention.

TheNY Jetsrunning back Thompson Jones
hed hisbest season asapro with 1,312 rushing yards
and 13 rushing touchdowns. Hedso added 207 yards
and 2 more touch downs asareceiver out of the
back- fidld. TheNY Jetsfaled to have areceiver
exceed 1,000 yards since 2005. Yet they seemed to
haveamore bdanced atack intheair with 2 receivers
with a least 850 yards.

Rookie tight end Dustin Keller impressed
with 28 catches for another 525 yardsand 3
touchdowns. The defensive leader for the Jets,
Darrelle Reviswith 5 interceptions and 16
defensive passes. Eric Barton with 119 tackles,
Kerry Rhodes with 8 tacklesfor alossand Shaun
Elliswith 8.0 sacks. The Jets are the best team
EVER inmy eyes.

MVP Thursday
by ShaneWiggins

Dwayne Wade was born on January 17,
1982 and today heisaprofessond basketball player.
Dwyane playsfor the Miami Hestsand he earned
hisfirst NBA scoring title. Dwyaneisapopular
player in the basketba | league.

Dwyane entered theleegue with little fan
fare asthefifth pick inthe 2003 NBA draft. Wede
has become one of the most accomplished players
ontheNBA, by leading the Miami Heetsto their
firsa NBA Championship. Hewasnamed 2006 MVP

My Favorite Athlete
Devin Harris

by Saguan Allison

Devin Harriswasborn and raised in
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Harriswent to Wauwatosa
East High School; therehe was asuperb ahlete. He
took up volleyball and basketbdl and gained dl
conference honorsfor volleyball. Devin should greet
tdentsachieving thosehonorsbecause heonly played
the sport for one season. Hethen sarted to only focus
on playing basketbd |l until hewasinjured during his
sophomore year of high school. Theinjury forced
Harristo dow down alittle because he couldn't
attend summer basketbdl camp and play in
tournaments. Not being ableto attend these
tournaments and summer basketbal campshad a
negative effect on being recruited.

During Harris senior year he set school
scoring records through out an undefeated regular
Season. In 2001 hewas named * Mr. Basketbdll.
Harrisisfinaly accepted an offer to play for Dick
Bennett at the University of Wisconsn Madison.
Bennett retired in the midst of the upcoming season
by thetime Harrisarrived on campus. In the 2001-
2002 season Harris firgt season at the University of
Wisconsan hewas dready adarter ontheteam. His

‘bresk out’ season was during his sophomore yeer,
when heled the Badgersto their second consecutive
Big Ten Championship. In the NCAA Tournament,
the Badgersreeched the* Sweet 16, they logt againgt
the universty of Kentucky.

By 2003- 2004 Harrisestablished himsdlf
asoneof thetop playersin the nation. Hewasthe
leader of theteam and was considered a‘ coach on
thefloor.” Harris decided to leave college after his
junior yeer to play inthe NBA. Devin Harris played

for the Dallas Mavericks and averaged 5.7pp and
2.23pg during hisrookie season. He dso ranked
second inthe NBA with stealshy the time the 2006-
2007 season came around. The * coach on thefloor’
averaged 10.2 points, 2.5 reboundsand 3.7 assis per
game. He becamethe sarting point guard and helped
lead the Mavericksto ateam record of 67 winsin
theregular ssason. Theend of the 2007- 2008 season
named Harrisa co- captain dong with Dick Now.

On February 19, 2008 Harriswas traded to
the New Jersey Netsin hishome game againg the
Milwaukee Bucks. Devin aswell asfans, coaches
and teammates were disgppointed when the New
Jersey Netsdidn't makethe playoffsfor thefirg time
in7 years. Harriswas named an All Star for thefirgt
timein his career on January 29, 2009.

Harrisisacombo guard thet relieson his
spead to get where hewantsin agame. Hedeveloped
amidrangejump shot and agreat crossover.

Soccer
By Kenneth Jones

Thereisalargediversty of sportsthat
seem to be crowd favorites. Footbal and baseball
are crowd favorites and basketbd| isthe#1 crowd
favorite. There are other crowd favoritesonethat |
didn’t mention is soccer. Soccer ian't the#1 crowd
favoritebut itisinthe Top Ten and thissaysalot
about the sport. Soccer happensto take the 4th seat
ontheTop Tenligt.

I’'ve been playing soccer Snce | was4 years
old. Thesportisn't aseasy asit looks, many people
think that kicking aball couldn’t bethat hard but it
is. Not being able to touch the bl isahard ruleto
follow. Therearealot of rulesand preparationsyou
must know and follow when playing soccer. One
way you haveto prepare yoursdlf isby wearing
protection gear such as shin guards, knee- padsand
elbow pads (optiondl,) and godl- keeper gloves. God
keeper glovesare only warn by the god- keeper
(godie)

In order to be asuccessful soccer player
you have exercise. If you don't sretch and exercise
before and between games you wont bein shapeto
play. Another important part of being agood and
successful soccer player iseeting breskfest. Breskfast
isthemost important medl of the day, it keepsyou
baanced and focused. If you don't eat bregkfast then
you wont have your head in the game. So asyou
have reed soccer isno wak in the park and you now
know thet if your not prepared you can get hurt.



SEEING THE WORLD

Tripto Philly

by Samuedl Stevens

Thetime | was|ost in Philadel phiawas on the 4th of July. | was going
to awedding with my grandmother and my great grandparents. | was excited to
be going to the wedding. The ride wasn't suppose to be long and | looked out
the window the whole time and saw trees, arabbit and a skunk.

My grandmother was using aGPS but didn’'t seem to befollowing the
directions. Soonwegot logt inthewoods. | sarted to get scared, but my grandmother

told meto cam down.

We circled for thirty minutes until my grandmother had to call my cousin
Sean for directionsto thewedding. With Sean’shelp wefinaly got to the wedding.
| was so happy for my cousin Brittany since she got married.

Going Ona Cruise

by Kayloni Edwards

Theday | went on acruise we had
towake up a 3:00AM totakeacab to JFK
arport. Once we were at the airport we had
to go through security, which took avery
long time. Two hours later the plane was
ready, and we al started to board. We were
given headphones and blankets. Soon the
plane took off and the ride was about 3 to 4
hours, then welanded in Miami. Inthe Miami
arport we got our luggage and got on abig

busthat was supposeto bring usto the cruise
ship. Finaly we were at the ship | was so
excited, once we were settled | asked my
mom if | could go play with my cousin and
shesaid | could. My cousinand | went to
the pool, we went on the water dide and it
was so fun. When we were finished with the
pool | went on the dance floor with the rest
of my family and danced and danced until

| wastired. | told my mom | wastired and
she gave me the room key and as soon as|
found the room | went to eep.

Family Corner

Family Day by BranniyaCedeno

Oneday | went to Chuck E. Cheesg's. There
werelotsof games and rides. There was bowling and
basketbal and | played ‘ shoot thebears . | played alot of
games. It wasthe best feding when | won. | didn't win
al the games because my mom wasjust asgood asmein
someand shebeat me. | love my mom because sheiscoal
and she knows how to have fun. My family and | had so
much fun. Thenext timewego to Chuck E. Cheesg's |
amgoing to beet everyone and bethebestindl the games

Every weekend my family and | go out to edt.
We have fun whenever wearetogether. Thatiswhy | love
to bewith my family. | lovewhenwegoto T.G.l. Friday's
because their food testesredlly good.

Family Reunion
by Keaiah Randolph

My family and | wert Maryland for afamily reunion.
| was9yearsold and | wasexcited to ssesomeof my family
membersthat | never met before My ssters, my niece, my
parentsand | came upin onecar and my cousinsand unde
cameupinanother. My aunt owned amini mangonandit's
beautiful. Wewerethefirg onestheresncewe cameawhole
day beforethereunion. My Sgtersand cousnswanted to heng
out outside beforewewert it but we soon found out it wes
boring. Thereweren't many people outsde, just too people
playing basketbdll, ashat asit was Sowerodearound onmy
scooter for awile until wegot hot and tired and went in.

Thenext day everyonewas outsde stting up for the
big reunion barbeque. Whiledl of theadultsset up my cousin
and | played tag. Soon most of my family wasthere, | was
introduced to alot of family. The barbequewasalat of fun; |
played with my cousin Briannathet | just met. Shewasaround
my ageand redly cool, wedl played catch until it got late:
Soon the barbequewas over but | will never forget al thefun
| hed it was adream cometrue
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My First Pet
by Petricia Joyner

One Tueday my sister and | went to Petland to
look at dl of theanimals | saw lotsof animasthey
weremaking alot of noise After waking around
looking & different animas| decided thet | wanted
ahamder. | asked my mother if | could get ahamger
| was nervousto ask her a firgt but | did anyways.
Mommy said thet | could get ahamster | was o
excited that | hugged her.

Mommy and | walked around the pet store for
about 15 minutestrying to pick out ahamster.
Petland had so many hamgtersto choose from. It
wasablack hamgter that my mother pointed out to
methat | decided was perfect for me. | never saw
such abeautiful hamster. Wetook the black hamster
homeand put it in atemporary cage. | decided to
namethe hamgter ‘Midnight’ becauseitsdark coat
reminded me of adarks sky.

Mommy and | beganto preparethe hamdter cage:
we put bedaing in the cage, awater bottle, afood
dish and awhed. Wefilled the water bottlewith
water, put food in the dish then we got reedy to put
Midnight in his cage but hewas missing. Momand
| got very nervous because we thought Midnight
would belost forever. We started to look &l over the
house, after about 10 minutes| thought wewould
never find Midnight. My mother told me not to stop
looking for Midnight becausehehed tobesomewhere
inthehouseand doseby too. | didn't topand |
found the hamdter it wasin the bathroom. | wasso
relieved; | picked Midnight up and took himto his
new home. Midnight ran to hisfood dish and Sarted
to e, mommy and | figured Midnight escaped
because hewas hungry. Midnight never escaped
agan.

CuteKitten
by BranniyaCedeno

Oreday when| wascoming homefrom schod
and| saw alittiekitteninthe hdlway. | thought thekitten
wassoauteand litleand | got anidea | asked my mom
‘Canl plesebringthekitteninddethehousejust toest
food, thenletit beck inthehdlway” My momsad‘ Ok’
Sowelet thekitten comeinand fedit, we played with
thekitten and redlized it wasagin. Whenit wastime
to st thekitten beck into the hdllway shedidn't wart
togoback out. | fdt so sorry for thekitten becauseshe
did'twant tobedoneoutinthehdl. My mather sad
‘Wehavetokespher, and | sAd ‘yesh!’ | wesvary

exdited because| now hed my fird pet.

Once the decision was made to keep the kitten,
we decided to make sure the kitten knew she had
ahome. We made thekitten abed out of an old
blanket and my dallspillow and showed her around
the gpartment. My mom and | were o happy to
haverescued the cutelittiekkitten. Wewere so excited
thet weforgot dl about my dad, we didn't know
how hewould react to akitten in the gpartment.
When my dad came homewetold him the story
about the kitten and that we decided to keep her. To
my mother and | surprisedad washappy and exdited
too, that we had apet.

A Log Cat
by Linssy Madanado

One Saturday morning my mom took meto my
dder’'shouse Assoonas| waked in, beforel even
got achanceto say hello shetold methat her cat was
logt. She seemed soworried thet | hed to help her
find her logt cat. | asked her what color the cat was
0 that | would have an idea of how the cat looked.
Thenext thing | asked her wasWherewasthelast
place and timeyou saw your cat? By theending of
my questioning | knew that the cat was black with
green eyesand waslast seenin hislitter box.

My sster wasworried becausethe cat wesill
young it wasonly two yearsald. Shehoped thecat
didn't wonder outside becauseit would' ve gotten hit
by acarif it did. After hearing this| knew | hed tolook
quickly for thecat if | wanted to return it tomy sSster
sfdy. Thefirg place| decided tolook wasoutside,
when| went outside | saw big brovn and whitecat |
knew it couldn't bethecat my Sgter wiastaking abot.
| kept looking, | looked dl around the house but the
ca wasnowherein Sght. When | walked back insde
thecat wasonthe TV, | went tomy Sgter and told her
that her cat waan't logt shewasonthe TV degping.

My Hamsters

by Linsey Madanado

Lest Fiday Breannaand | went to my house after
schoal. Frst wedid our homework, then we deaned
my hamgter cage When wefinished deaning out the
cage, We put the cage back together and put the hay
in. Wewere exdited because next weweregoing to
givethe hamdersabeth.

F irgt we put the shampoo on the hamgters. One of
the hamgterskicked thewater Sash! Water wasdl
ove thebathroom. Thewater hit Breannain her facg,

Breannasad, ‘Look & me’ and | sartedtolaugh at
her. She soooped up somewater and threw itonme
and shelaughed & me Webothwerelaughing & eech
other, wehad fun.

Breannaand | rinsed the shampoo off the
hamgters and let the water out of the tub. Next we
put deanwater in thetub so that the hamsters could
swim in the bathtub. Finally we took the hamgters
out, they werewiggling and twisting. We had to
hold them tightly, whet atask we hed to keep them
from dipping away.

TriptotheNY Aquarium
by Kaylan Biggs

Atripthat | remember going onwaswhen | went
tothesealion show. | wesinday care My day care
ingtructor planned thetrip to theNew York Aquiaium
in Coney Idand. Wetook abusto theAquarium, the
ridewasshort but wehed alat of funonthebus The
firg thing we saw whenwegatinddetheAquarium
weastheshark, everyonewaspointing a thesharks The
netanimd wesawwerecfich| wasalitledissppanted
because| thought they would behdlf cat hdlf fishand
they weren't.

Theonething | wanted to ssewasamermaid
but they don't exist. My day careindructor took usto
egt lunch ater wewaked aroundlooking at theanimas
After weate shetook whoever had money tothe giift
shop until it wastimeto go to the sealion show.

Findly it westimefor the sealion show sowe
dl walked to where the show wias and found sests |
wasvery egger to seethesealionscomeout and play.
OnTV with showslikethis people dwaysvolunteer
tohdpout 01 asked if | could volunteer. Thesealion
ingructor said no becausethe sealionsdidn't know
meand thet it could be dangerous But shegaveme
asouvenir for wanting to hdp and | wasvery heppy.
[ lovesealionsnow.
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MEMORABLE
EXPERIENCES

by Ms. Lloyd- Clarke
& Ms. C. Haynes

Our most memorable
experience at Public School
270 isour annua school
Carnival. Itisatimewhen
everyone comes together in a
unified manner. The students
are energized by dl the fun-
filled activities like the dides,
pony rides, face painting,
sprinklers, etc. The grill islit
and wejoin the line to enjoy

hot dogs. The best part of the
day iswhen everyoneis
summoned to partake in the
‘Electric Slide.” | remember
dancing while | was pregnant
with my youngest daughter,
which is probably why sheis
adancer today! AsMs. Haynes
and mysdlf reflect on the day
we are proud to know that
P.S.270 has extended itsdlf to
the community and on thisday
we come together and we are
ONE!

SWishes

by KeithWilliams

If | had three wishes my first
wish would beto go to college.
In college | want to get my
Masters Degree so that | can
become ateacher. | know that if
| get agood education and ajob
| would be agood man. With my
education and ajob | will try to
get out of the projects and move
to asafer neighborhood.

My second wish would beto
become abasebdl| player because
itismy favorite sport. Being a

basebd| player I'd be ableto hit
the ball, catch it and pitch also.
My favorite baseball playersare
Derek Jeter and Alex Rodriguez.
If I were to become afamous
basebd| player | would want to
be jugt like them, maybe not so
much likeAlex Rodriguez because
he uses geroids.

My last wish would be that
my grandpa gets out of the
hospital. He has lung cancer and
| wished that he would get well
soon. When he getswell | would
gpend al my time with him.

delicious charcod burgersand

ABOUT THE PROJECT

Five (5) new homes for five
separate poor families in
the Bethel Town
community;

Feeding program to provide
daily hot breakfast / meals
to more than 600 school
children at the Bethel Town
Public School;

4,000-square-yard play at
the Bethel Town Public
School, accommodating
more than 700 students and
many spectators.

A road that is approximately
3/4 miles long, to
accommodate the people and
cars.
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Letter to

ChancellorKlein

STAY INFORMED

Dear Chancellor Joel Klein,

Our basketball team plays at PS. 270 on Saturdays,
we don't have any team uniforms. For thisreason | am writing
you today asking you if you can be able to sponsor the team
with uniforms. Theteam would be so grateful to have matching
uniforms with our names and own numberson it.

Having these uniforms would do so much for our
teams’ confidence. The other teams we play against who
wear matching uniforms does not take the team seriously
because we play the games in our street clothes. My team
and | feel that getting uniforms would help usto play
better aswell. We know that with more confidence knowing
that the other teams can’t judge us based on our looks we
would play better in the game. Our basketball fans would
be able to call out our numbersjust like they do for the
other basketball pl%ersfrom the other basketball team.,
The fanswould be able to come to our games and see their
favorite player score.

-Anonymous-

Chancellor’s Letter to Parents on Flu Vacancy

photo courtesy of NY DAILYNEWS
Deer School Community,

Asthe City continuesto respond to the HIN1 flu and do dl we canto kegp everyone
inour school community heelthy, | wanted to addressatopic that many parentshave
questionsabout: absencesduetoflu.

TheStateof New York requiresstudentsto bein schodl acartain number of dayseech
sthod year. But in our effort to contain the recent flu outhbresk, wehave daosed some
schodstemporarily and encoureged some sudentswho aresick and might beinfected
to say homeuntil thair symptomsgo away. In other words, our responseto HINL
hesled toincreesad ebsantesism in some of our schools

Whenasthod isdosed, thedaysagudent missssareneutrd. Sudentsarenot marked
ebsant or presant. Thismeensthese dayswill not gppear on sudents records

For schodsthat havenat been d osed, wehave arested anew pdlicy to addressabsanoes
rdated to HIN1. Heréshow it will work:

Weaepuiting anew Absance Resson Codein placethat will dlow schodsto document
that astudent was marked absent from school because of flu.

Wewill not reguireadoctor’s note from students returning to school after an absence
causd by flu, nor do parents need to document thet thair child was diagnosed with
theHIN1 virus However, weareasking thet evary student presant anotefrom aperent
or guardian explaining theresson for the abbsance. If the note datesthe absance was
rdated to ‘flu,” wewill enter thenew code* Hu-Rdated into the computer system that
tracksattendanceto corregpond to the day or daysof eosence

Theexigenceand useof thisnew codewill dlow schodlsto mekededsonspartaning
to atendance avards caremonies, promotions and gradesawarded.

Using the above coding processto designateflu asthe resson for sudent absencewill
dlow gudentsto put their heelth first. Plesse be assured thet absencesrdated to fluwill
be counted asexcusad in your child'satendance record.

Flease contact your parent coordinator if you have any questions
Sncerdy, Jod 1. Klan



SNN interviews
Maccobi Basketball Team
@ Madison Square Garden

From left to right: Ralph Mizrahi,
Shlomo Mosseri and Tal Brody,

Nevo Brand and Juliet Lippman

The PS270 junior reporter
e PS270 junior reporters Linda Green,

William Behrer,
and Harley Lippman
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