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Every winter, New York City public
schools take a city wide English
Language Arts Test. Citywide test
preparation is very nerve racking and
tedious. The English Language Arts
has five standards which are as follows:

>> Reading & Writing
>> Speaking, listening, and
viewing
>> Conventions, Grammar, and
Usage of the English Language
and Literature

The Reading standard requires
students to read a wide range of
books of different subjects from
different authors. A total of twenty

five books are to be read by each
student. Other standards involve
the students reading aloud
proficiently, maintaining reading
logs, and working with
informational materials in order to
develop understanding and
expertise about the topics they
investigate. In preparation for the
exam, teachers and other members
of the faculty diligently worked
together to ensure that each student
was academically ready. The day
before they took the exam, we
asked several students what they
did in order to prepare themselves.
Some of their steps included: Eating
a healthy breakfast, studying,
praying, packing a lot of writing

material (pencils), and getting a
good night’s sleep.

The days finally came -January 20th,
21st, and 22nd and each child tried
their best on these days to exemplify
the hard work that was done over the
Fall/Winter school year. Over the
course of three hours, the students
completed reading selections in hopes
to get good results in the end.
Apparently, all of the school’s
preparation for the test paid off because
P.S. 270 successfully came out as
Number one in the 13th district with
test scores beyond the 90th percentile.
Congratulations to all of the students
of P.S. 270, may you have continuing
success through your education!

PS. 270 is #1 in the
District, An A+ School Indeed!
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Q: What is your full name?
A: Mitra Winfield Lutchman.
Q: What is your culture?
A: Well I’m West Indian American.
Q: How was your childhood?
A: My mother was very nurturing. My dad
took us on a lot of trips. My childhood was
very cultural, religious and just well rounded.
As a child I played sports and mixed my
education with sports so I think my childhood
was well rounded.
Q: Do you like you job?
A:  I love my job; it’s a challenging job but
it’s rewarding when I get to meet nice people
like you.
Q: What is one of the worst problems you
encounter with your students?
A: I’m never pleased when I have to suspend
student when they break the rules. Making the
decision to suspend a student can be very
difficult because suspension is not the answer
to a problem. In my opinion suspension is like
a mini vacation for the children, I like kids to
be in school. Now they have the “Save Room”
program in which we send the suspended
students to other school sites where they can
get an education. But I really don’t like to
suspend kids because I think when they get
suspended they’re not a part of the everyday
learning and they’re missing out on their
education.
Q: How old were you when you first started
working at P.S. 270?
A: I started working at P.S. 270 when I was
26 years old.
Q: How long have you been working here
at this school?
A: Well, if you count 10 years as a principal
and 10 as a teacher, I would say that I have
been working here say 20 years.
Q: Do you have any children?
A: Yes I have a beautiful daughter her name
is Tasha, she’s a young woman now.
Q: What were some of the struggles you
encountered on your journey of becoming
a principal at P.S. 270?
A:  I wouldn’t call them struggles, more like
achievement obstacles. My first one would
have been going to school. I had to get an
education to qualify as a teacher and I also
had to get certified also. Paying the tuition,
working during the day and going to school
at night was a challenge, but it was very
intrinsic and rewarding.
Q: What is your vision for P.S. 270?
A: My vision is that every child become an
independent learner, a life long learner and
that every child has mastery in English
Language Arts, Math, Science, Social Studies,
Computer Science all of the core subjects. I
also envision that the children have a thirst
and a desire to master these core subjects and

want to be life long learners.
Q: What were you before you became a Principal?
A: I was an elementary school teacher before
I became a principal. I’ve taught almost all of
the grades Pre- K, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th and 6th
grades. I never taught the 1st grade.
Q: Where do you live?
A: I live right off Queens in a community
called Valley Streams.
Q: Have you ever had a fight when you were
little?
A: No, because when I was younger my dad
always said to me that people who fight have
lost the power of thinking and that your brain
is suppose to solve all your problems, not your
fist. If you’ve lost the power of thinking and
the power of words, then you fight. I’ve always
used what my father told me as a barometer
to help me remain level headed, I never got
into fights.
Q: What did it take for P.S. 270 to be #1 in
the district?
A: Well, it took you- the children achieving
at the highest level, it took the teachers teaching
you. But most importantly it is you going home
and applying what you learned and studying.
Also by putting the program in place and
having the right people in the right places
working with the students to achieve. Having
these things in place along with a good
curriculum, good teachers, sober minds and
children who want to learn are the ingredients
you need to have success.
Q: When you were looking for teachers
what were you looking for?

A.     Personality
B.     Teaching Skills
A: Well, I think it’s a combination of both;
you can’t have all teaching skills and no
personality. I look for people that can enter
the children’s world and build a relationship
with them because if you don’t have a
relationship with children then you will not
reach them.
Q: What college did you attend?
A: For my real refining of my leadership skills
I’d have to say Bank Street College.
Q: What were some of the classes you had
to take to become a principal?
A: In order for you to be a principal you have
to take classes in administration, human
relations, budget, technology and psychology
courses. You also have to do an internship at
a school in order to be a principal. Taking an
internship meant that I had to be a student
principal under a master principal so that I
could learn some of the skills and refine some
of my strategies.
Q: What is a Master Principal?
A: A Master Principal is a principal who has
lots of experience of the job, who is great
running a school; someone whose success in
running the school brought forth good
outcomes and good test scores. Having good
staff with professional development, students
who know how to behave and outstanding
programs that enrich the students lives are also
qualities a Master Principal must possess. A
Master Principal is a principal from one of the
schools or institutions where great things are

Mitra W. Lutchman, Principal
STUDENTS INTERVIEW STAFF
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Q: Where do you live?
A: I live in Bedford Stuyvesant, Brooklyn

Q: What are your goals for P.S. 270?
A:  My main goal is to have everyone who graduates
from PS 270 prepared to enter Junior High School.

Q: How did you help this school to become #1?
A: I assisted the principal with all the administrative
and instructional things. I am in charge of “Teaching
and Learning,” at the school. A lot of the work students
had to complete this year came from a lot of my ideas.
 I also work with teachers to help them become better;
and I work with students throughout the day to help
them become the best that they can be.

Q: What motivated you to become a teacher?
A:  As a young child I knew I wanted to become a
teacher. When I was in kindergarten I liked school so
much that I said, “I wanted to be just like my teacher,
Mrs. Gorin”.  I continued to move my life in the
direction of becoming an educator.

Q: How many years did you have to go to college
to become a teacher?
A: I completed four years in undergraduate school
at the State University of Oneonta, which was a
teaching college; and then I went to Brooklyn College.
I have two master’s degrees and also a post- graduate

degree in Supervision and
Administration. All together
I completed about ten years
of schooling.

Q: Do you like what the
chancellor is doing for the
school system?
A: There are some things I
agree with that Mr. Klein
changed that is making the
system better. There are other
decisions I am not very
happy with, but he’s the boss
and I have follow his
directives.

Q: What is your greatest
fear as a teacher?
A: When I was a teacher my
greatest fear was that I was
not going to be able to reach every student in my
class.

Q: Do you get along well with the students?

A:  I think I do.  Every day they come over and give
me hugs and kisses and they are always very polite
and respectful to me. We have a mutual respect for
each other.

Q: What can we do to get more children to attend
the school?
A: Well, I think that we need to show people how well
we’re doing here at P.S. 270 and that it is a great school.
 We need to do more PR, public relations. I am trying
to get the school community to spread the word about
our great school. The public needs to know that we are
an “A” school and our kids are succeeding. Parents
should know to bring their children to the school and
that their children will succeed as well.

Q: Where do you live?
A: Brooklyn, Park Slope.
Q: What is your hometown?
A: Modesto, California.
Q: How was your childhood?
A: My parents worked really hard to make sure that
I went to a good school and I studied a lot and played
a lot of sports.
Q: What sports did you play?
A: I played basketball and baseball.
Q: Did you attend public school?
A: I went to public school for two years but I went
to private school my whole life.
Q: What College did you attend?
A: California Polytechnic
Q: How was it in college?
A: College was a great experience. I learned about
a lot of different things in the world and it made me
smarter and stronger.
Q: What were your favorite classes in college?
A: I liked my English classes because I like to write a lot.

Q: What is your favorite book?
A: That’s a good question. I like Norman Vincent
Peale: The Power of Positive Thinking. That’s my
favorite book. It had the most impact on me.
Q: What inspired you to become a teacher?
A: #1. I like working with kids. #2 I think technology
is really important.
Q: What did you have to study to be a technology teacher?
A: Well I got my teaching degree and I am more of
a person that learned technology as a kid, like you
guys. I had real world experiences, I used to work at
a high tech PR agency to that’s why I know a lot
about computers.
Q: Do you enjoy being a technology teacher?
A: Yeah, it’s a lot fun. It can be fun but it can also be
a lot of work at times.
Q: Have you taught in any other schools beside P.S. 270?
A: I taught at a lot of schools in Modesto, where I’m
from. I taught 3rd grade and I’ve taught the 7th grade;
I’ve taught at a lot of different schools.
Q: How do you think the students feel about the
work you teach?

A: I think that the kids think that they are learning a
lot and they’re having fun.
Q: Are you proud of what you do?
A: I’m satisfied. I think I could be better but I’m
satisfied because I do a lot of stuff.
Q: Do you think it is possible to improve the computer lab?
A: Yeah, there is a lot of stuff that we can still do in here.
Technology is always working to improve things.
Q: Do you have any other certain goals that you
want to complete?
A: Yeah I have a lot of goals that I’d like to complete.

Computer teacher Yarobay De La
Cruz shares secrets of technology

Linda Green, Asst. Principal
STUDENTS INTERVIEW STAFF
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ENGINEERING THE FUTURE

Rachel Carson High School students show off underwater robot they
entered in international competition.
Rachel Carson High School students represented New York State
last week in an international marine robotics competition at the
Massachusetts Marine Academy in Buzzards Bay.
At the competition, the Coney Island students showed off the project
they’ve been working on this year: underwater robots for aquatic
research. These robots have a variety of uses, including exploring
areas and depths that humans cannot reach.
‘The course was a new and inspiring experience that stimulated my
interest in the undersea world and the competition was a new and
exciting experience,’ a student, Yoni Wolnerman, said.
Principal Edward Wilensky and his teachers developed the course
to enhance the school’s marine science theme. The school didn’t win
the competition this year, but participants say it was still worthwhile.
‘This competition was a good experience, we learned teamwork and
this prepares us for next year’s competition,’ a participant, Cui Ping
Deng, said.
‘We are delighted with the results of this experience and we plan to
offer additional classes to students in the coming years,’ Principal
Wilensky said.

By Tracy Roland
There are some things about school that
I really like. One of those things is
going to the afterschool program. In
the afterschool program there are a lot
of things for us to do. One of the things
I like doing the most is practicing dance.
I especially love how the teacher allows
us to come up with our own dances.
She says that it is good for us to explore
the areas of our interest. It is fun when
we all work and put our ideas together.
The dances always are the best that
way. Sometimes we get into arguments
that get me stressed out. I also hate it
when people get mad and walk out.
That way nothing gets done and
everyone goes home with a headache.
I am just glad that fights don’t happen
all the time but only once in a while.

Another fun activity in afterschool is
playing the piano. Mr. Macintosh is the

piano. He is really cool. Before going
to his piano class I did not know how
to play. I always thought it would be
too hard for me to learn but he made it
very fun and easy. I learned the notes
and how to play a few songs. Music
makes me feel good inside so when I
know how to play it that make me feel
even better.

The afterschool program is really great.
Sometimes when I think about how it
would be if I didn’t have to go to
afterschool, I think that I would be
bored sitting at home and watching T.V.
I also love how the teachers help me
with my homework. If I had to do it by
myself at home, it would probably very
hard and take a long time. I am glad
that I can have so much help in the
afterschool program. I have a lot of fun
there and really enjoy it. I only wished
they had more snacks.

Brooklyn Students Build
Underwater Robot

What I like about Afterschool

Coney Island school shows
off tool for aquatic research
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“I was in my village, when all of a sudden someone
put a bag over my head. I couldn’t see at all. I was
scared, I had a million different thoughts running
through my head as to what was going to be done
to me. Where they going to kill me? Were they
going to beat me? Where they going to take me?
What did they want with me?”

“I was only 10 years old when they took me. They
kept the bag on my head for days, when they finally
removed the bag I was in a strange place I didn’t
recognize. It was very dark and the only thing I
saw were other people that I’ve never seen before.”

“Soon I found out that I was taken to work,
they worked me all day and night. Nothing

could have gotten me ready for the beatings,
the treatment, the torture. I was whipped for
reasons I never knew. They called me bad
names because of my black skin.”

“I’m given food once a week and it’s to last for
the whole week. I was given bread, molasses and
cornmeal to last me for a week, this was very
hard because they never gave much. Hunger
has become a constant feeling.”

“Thoughts of escape never left my mind, but
the guard dog security and night overseers
made it all most impossible. My determination
wont let me accept this life forced upon me, one
day I will escape and be free of this.”Slavery-Era Etching

No Hope for a Slave
HISTORY OF  S TRUGGLE

By Kristopher Jiminez
Over the past year, the School News Nationwide has been working on a project titled ‘Words of Bonds’.  Through
this project, children have had the opportunity of learning more about Slavery and the Holocaust and what they
can do so that events like this can never happen again.  Here are a few excerpts from slaves:
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          One of the most important things that a parent
looks forward to is for their child/ children to succeed
in school. When it comes to school, parents want
what’s best for their children, that’s why they send
them too school and ensure that their children are
doing well socially and academically.

            To be successful at school, a child mist
first be prepared for school. One of the principle
of School News Nationwide ‘If you fail to prepare,
you prepare to fail.’ This means that if you don’t
prepare yourselves for school in September then
your preparing yourself for the failure during the
school year. I would say that the best way to
prepare for school and for the next grade that your
going to, is to read a lot in the summer [go to the

library and try new books, parents can tag along
and join the reading.] also ask mommy and daddy
to complete all school supply shopping early and
to not wait for the last minute rush.

            When school begins lets be excited at the
fact that we’re going to another grade. The energy
that we have when school is not always there
around spring. So when you get tired of studying
and tired of doing homework ask for help with
things that can help to motivate you. Maybe your
parents can help you with your homework or
seeking after school tutoring will help. Not many
kids like tutoring, [even though their parents would
encourage them to attend,] because they don’t find
it interesting or because they think only geeks

attend tutoring [not true.] personally, I attended
tutoring and it paid off. So anytime you have a
problem with any subject, then tutoring or after
school should be the answer.

            Finally when the hard work of tutoring and
a long school marking period is over. Then comes
the results of straight A’s on our report cards [wow
isn’t that great!!] The best thing that can happen to
any student is for them to have straight A’s on their
report cards, when the have earned the grades
through hard work. Sometimes student receive
rewards for having outstanding academic skills,
while sometimes others receive awards for
improving in a particular subject that they once
performed poorly in.

by Javon
           No one expressed the anger that many black Americans felt during the 1950s and
1960s more vividly than Malcolm X. He lashed out at society’s unfair treatment of his
people and warned America that black people would no longer accept racial injustice.

by Jasmine Ramos
Lorraine Hansberry is a girl. Her family moved to a white neighborhood. It was during a
time when black and white people usually lived in separate part of town many of their
neighborhoods were angry that the Hansberry family has moved into a white section of
town when Loraine walked to school many people called her names and made fun of her.
She was the first black woman to have a play write it was called a Raisin in the Sun.

by Destiny Aponte
           Rosa Parks was born in 1913. She went to jail because she did not give up her seat.
She was trying to fight the world to make a better place and help fight segregation.

by Gabriel Keith
           Duke Ellington was born in 1899 he died in 1974, Ellington was a great conductor
and composer. His special style of music made him famous around the world.

by Chris
           Jesse Owens won the Olympic game in Germany. He was born in 1913. He worked
hard in school. Jesse Owen ran at different places all around the world. He won the Olympic
in 1939 Jesse died in 1980.

by Tonia Ramsey
            Mary McLeod Bethune was born on July 10, 1875 on a small cotton and rice. Mary
was a hard worker from childhood and helped her family in the fields by picking cotton.
She was enthusiastic to experience and learn new things and she was one of the few blacks
around her to learn how to read and write. She would share her new knowledge with her
brothers and sisters at night. Thanks to a scholarship from a dress maker Mary was able
to continue her education.

by Dayshawn
            As the first black baseball player in the major leagues, Jackie Robinson had a
difficult first year. He had to hold his temper against the racism and let his outstanding
baseball playing show his teammates that he could help win the pennant.

How to Succeed This Year in School

Famous African-American
Ancestors honored

NAME YOUR
CULTURAL FIGURE
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Students Narrowly Avoid Hate at
Holocaust Museum on D.C. Trip

It is apparent that we have not succeeded in teaching our children well.
Our students from NYC Public School 270 were just around the corner preparing
to enter the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum, in Washington D.C., where a citizen
with a history of hatred and white supremacy attacked the museum with a rifle. His
racism, anti-Semitism, Neo Nazism and anti-African American hatred fueled this
incident in which he intended to kill and destroy people’s lives. He succeeded by
killing a heroic security guard, Stephen Tyrone Johns an African-American who
valiantly tried to apprehend the shooter and protect people. James van-Brunn the
shooter was shot by other guards who arrested him and took him under control.

At the museum that night a new play “Anne and Emmett” was set to
debut, a play about hate crimes which, much like “Words of Bonds,” attempts to
explore lessons for children from humanity’s darkest periods. The play traces imaginary
conversation between Anne Frank, a little girl killed in the Nazi Holocaust who wrote
a diary and Emmett Till, a little black boy lynched in Mississippi in 1955. Today
would have been Ms. Frank’s 80th birthday.

“Our whole play is about hate, to eradicate hate, and this is an example
of hatred,” said the playwright Janet Langhart Cohen, wife of former US Defense
Secretary William Cohen, who had been heading to the museum’s theater for final
rehearsals ahead of Wednesday night’s premiere when the attack happened.

We must take this opportunity to reflect on the aftermath of yesterday
tragedy to resolve to educate as many students as we can through Words of Bonds,
SNN’s multimedia educational and film project which aims to teach children about
genocides, intolerance and racism. We must educate people that anti-semitism, white
supremacy, neo-nazism and all forms of hate will not be tolerated. We want our
children to know love, not hate; respect, not contempt. They must be taught to leave
their comfort zones, cross boundaries, and meet people from outside their communities
and cultures. They must resolve to learn something from each person they meet.

Words of Bonds works with students at schools all over the country,
educating and empowering them to be better citizens of the world. We want our
students to lead future generations in creating a world where every human being is
treated with the utmost respect.

However, to offset rising costs and growing budgets creative budgets, our
not-for-profit project accepts tax-deductible donations from hard-working folks like
you who want to ensure today’s students have a chance to grow up in a world where
these atrocities will never happen again. Thank you very much in advance for your
time, blessings and consideration. To make a tax-deductible, charitable donation with
your debit or credit card, safely and securely, via our Partner FIRST GIVING, please
click the button below and we ask you to be as generous as you can. There are
numerous levels of support, different and flexible payment timeframes, as well as
gifts can be made in memory of loved ones.

P S 2 7 0  V I S I T  N A T I O N ’ S  C A P T I A L
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Ask the District Attorney

Q: When did you decide to start the
legalized program?
A: 23 years ago a young African
American man who was only 23 years
of age was chased to his death across the
Belt Parkway in the Howard beach
section of Queens County.  I was the
chief trial attorney in that case and I
convicted three of them of homicide;
three defences of homicide.  When I read
their probation reports they had learned
to hate African Americans either at home
or at school. So I thought what better
way to do something about that mindset
but to start a program that would teach
young people, fifth grade children which
is very much considered the year of
choice by educators, hat it’s wrong to
hate anyone regardless of what their
differences might be.

Q: What is assault in the second
degree?
A.DA: Well, a person is guilty of assault
in the second degree when he/she
intentionally causes physical injury to
another person by using a dangerous
instrument.
Q: What is a dangerous instrument?
A.D.A: A dangerous instrument is any
instrument which the manner in which
it is used can cause death or other serious
physical injury.

Q: What is a serious physical injury?
A.DA: A serious physical injury means
physical injury which creates a substantial
risk of death.

ABOUT THE SKIT

Q: Who are the main characters in
“Quit Bugging Me”?
A: Bugs, Muscle, and Principal Waffle

Q: Who attacked Muscles?
A: Bugs

Q: Why did Bugs attack Muscles?
A: Bugs attacked Muscles because
Muscles embarrassed him.

Q: What did Bugs use to attack
Muscles?
A: Bugs had a broken hand wrapped in a
cast and he struck Muscles with it

Q: Is a cast considered a
dangerous instrument?
A: Yes

Q: Why is a cast considered a
dangerous instrument?
A: Because the manner in which it is
used it can cause death or other physical
injuries.

Q: Let’s ask the D.A.: Is that true?

Can a cast be considered a dangerous
instrument?
A: Anything that can cause serious
physical injury or death is a dangerous
instrument and used in the story certainly
the cast which cause a great deal of
damage to Muscles is clearly a dangerous
instrument.

Q: What crime did Bugs commit
when he used his cast to hit Muscles?
A: Assault in the second degree

CALLER QUESTIONS

Q: Bugs what did you think when the
other students started to laugh at you?
Bugs: I felt kind of embarrassed and
angry.

Q: Why did you always try to get
ahead of the other people on the line?
Muscles: I tried to get ahead because
the line was getting too long and I really
wanted to eat, so I decided to skip ahead
of other people.

Q: Did you think about how other

students would feel when you tried to
get ahead of them?
A: No, actually I didn’t really think about
what was going to happen.

Q: Bugs, why didn’t you tell someone
or work it out instead of fighting?
A: Because I really didn’t think about
what I could’ve done; I was just too mad
to think about it.

Q: Muscles, why did you threaten
Bugs and say you would break his
other arm?
A: I threatened him because he wouldn’t
mind his business; and that’s why he had
his arm broken.

Q: Bugs, did you think about the
consequences you would face by
committing an assault?
A: No, like I said before, I was kind of
angry, too angry to think about those
things before.

Q: Bugs was threatened by Muscles,
but does that give Bugs any right to

continued on PG 11

At the Brooklyn District

Attorney’s Office, P.S. 270 Kids

are doing a skit “Quit Bugging

Me” about an assault while

PS270 Junior Journalists are

asking questions on the radio.

Featuring:

Charles Hynes, District

Attorney of Kings County
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and PS 270 Junior Journalists
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hurt Muscles?
A.D.A: No it doesn’t give him any
right to hurt him.  He should tell a
teacher; he should find another way to
deal with the problem.

Q: What if he’s actually attacked?
Can he defend himself?  What must
he do under those circumstances?
A.D.A: Well you should always try
and avoid fighting back and hurting
someone else, but if he’s being attacked
 he does need to protect himself and
so he could use  the amount of force
that’s necessary to protect himself but
no more force than that. Under the law
this is called self defence.

Q: How do you like the legalized
program in your class?   How do
you feel about ADA Scali coming
to your class every month or so?
A: I think it’s a wonderful treat.  The
children look forward to the visit and
they are gaining a lot of information
from what they are getting.  They get
a chance to interact with each other;
they get a chance to interact with the

ADA. It’s teaching them a fine lesson.

Q: ADA Scali how do you enjoy or
feel about the legalized program?
A.D.A: Well I’ve actually learned a
lot from the times that I’ve been to the
school and taught the children.
Specifically, one of the most important
things that I’ve learned is that often at
this point in their lives the first contact
they’ve had with the law has been a
negative one, possibly with a relative
or a parent having been arrested or
been in trouble with the law in some
manner. So this is a good opportunity
to give the children a positive experience
with the law. This may prevent them
from having a negative experience
with the law in the future.

Q: I have a question for Bugs; do
you think that Muscles’ misconduct
was a good reason for you to beat
him up?

A: No, not really, because he didn’t
really hit me or touch me, so I didn’t

really have a right to hit him or injure
him at all.

Q: What have we learned today?
A: The thing that I learned today is to
think before I act

A: I learned that the choices that you
make today shape your world

tomorrow.
A: I learned to watch my temper
A: I learned that growing up anger is
an issue because people will take stuff
the wrong way. But it’s just words.
That’s like a life lesson to me.
A: I’ve learned that we are very
fortunate to have people like Ms. Lerner
who care so much about the kids that
she teaches.

Ask the District Attorney     continued from  PG 10

ENROLL THEM IN OUR MULTIMEDIA TECHNOLOGY
JOURNALISM EDUCATION PROGRAM AND THEY
WILL LEARN COMPUTERS, JOURNALISM, WRITING,
PHOTOGRAPHY, VIDEO AND INTERNET SKILLS
CRITICAL TO SUCCESS IN TODAY’S WORLD.
FOR MORE INFO, PLEASE VISIT OUR SITE:
WWW.SCHOOLNEWSNATIONWIDE.ORG

DON’T LET YOUR CHILD
FALL BEHIND!
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by Samuel Stevens
            Ms. Jones has been an excellent para. I want to thank you for giving me Ms,
Jones. When I grow up I want to be a professional football player. I want to be able
to buy a mansion for Ms. Jones in Barbados. I really appreciate what Ms. Jones has
done for me.

by Seton Adison
            Ms. Jones, the para in my class has been a great person to me. She is important
to me because of all the help that she gives to me. I also like that she surprises me
all the time. I am thankful for those things. Ms. Jones is one of the best person’s ever
to me

CHORUS
 Today in chorus my chorus teacher Ms. Wells told the class to stand up. She wanted
us to stretch before we sang. After we did our stretches Ms. Wells gave us each a
music sheet. The music sheet had many different notes on it, there were eight notes,
quarter notes, half notes and sixteen notes.

Ms. Wells told the class to look at the first bar and to study it for a few minutes. She
then picked on different students to tell her what notes were on the line. Sometimes
there were too many notes on one line and she would allow us to help each other.

After we read through all the notes it was time to sing the song on the music sheet.
We practiced the song a couple of times until it was time for the class to end. Ms.
Wells told us to put our music sheets in our folders and that we would be starting a
new song soon. The class lined up and Ms. Woodson, our regular teacher took us
upstairs to get our lunch and coats.

A Woman Worth a Million Dollars
by Kenneth Jones
        I guess there are a lot if people that are worth a million dollars but
I'm taking the time to mention one woman right now. Her name is Linda
Lerner, she is a wonderful woman who lives in New Jersey but works
in New York. She is a teacher here at P.S. 270, in Brooklyn. Ms. Lerner

is also my favorite teacher and I believe she is worth a million dollars.

            Ms. Lerner is always putting us ahead of everything else and she does
extraordinary things for our class. We all love Ms. Lerner because she des different
things for us and with us such as trips, activities, gift and having fun while learning.
All the while encouraging us to never give up on ourselves or each other.

            One day I decided to tell Ms. Lerner what I feel she is worth, but unfortunately
I only had one dollar with me. So, I held out my one dollar bill and told Ms. Lerner
she was worth one million dollars and that I would pay her the other $999,999.00
later. To me Ms. Lerner will always be the best teacher I ever had, even though she
might be forgetful at times. I still love and will always love Ms. Lerner and now she
knows what she is worth to me!

Favorite Time of the Year Andre Davilar
            My favorite time of the year is the summer time. Summer is my favorite
season because we have a break from school and I can be outside all the time. I can
go to the pool and swim to cool off. I like the summer the most because I get to go
to the movies and watch a lot of scary movies. I also get to spend more time with
my family that’s why the summer is the best to me

by Raevon Epps
My favorite time of the year is summer time. I like this time because I don’t have to
wake my mother up so early in the mornings, to take me to school. All I have to do
is have fun all day long. I can have fun with my friends, we can go to the beach and
play outside. In the summer time we can ride our bikes and go to the park. We can
also chase fireflies at night.

by Samantha Stevens
            My favorite time of the year is the summer time because I can go outside and
play with my friends. During the summer time there are always barbeques at the park
and at people’s house. I like it because I can go to camp and visit my family upstate.
I can also go to the pool and places that are fun like the library. In the summer time,
I visit my sisters college, meet people and see what college life is like.

Students
show

appreciation
to the Staff

G I V I N G  BAC K

My Favorite
Teachers &
Staff
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SNN interviews Maccabi Basketball Team @ Madison Square Garden
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P R O F I L E S  I N  P H I L A N T H R O P Y

Let’s Play Ball Program
since 1980

By coaching and giving
Basketball Clinics in schools, kibbutzim,
development towns,and the army, Tal
managed to reach over 200,000 youngsters
with his “Let's Play Ball” program upon
retiring from professional Basketball. The

program touched the lives of thousands
of Israeli children between the ages of
five and eighteen. Children who were
drawn to the sport that had every Israeli
household glued to the TV set on Thursday
nights watching Maccabi Tel-Aviv win
one championship after another. These
pictures of extremely happy children
having the time of their lives say it all.

“You Got To Do Something”

This is the philosophy Tal Brody has based his entire life on. As living proof
of his “talking isn’t enough” theory, Tal continues to do for his community,
his country, and anyone he meets.

FORMER

BASKETBALL

STAR GIVES

BACK TO HIS

COMMUNITY
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by Shivone Smith
The Passover Seder helps us to remember about
the ten plagues and the Jewish people leaving
Egypt. The class learned to speak a little Hebrew
and learned to sing a Hebrew song and it is
called Dayenu. I learned so much in Ms. Lerner’s
class. We tried different kinds of foods that our
teacher served to us and everything taste great.
We drank grape juice instead of wine. We also
ate matzo, a flat cracker used instead of bread.
We were also served chicken, salad and noodle
kugel. It was a good Seder, everyone in my
class loved the food.
We celebrated with this Passover Seder from
our Jewish teacher Ms. Lerner. Ms. Lerner has
been teaching our class about her religion, both
the good and the bad. We’ve read books about
the Holocaust and even watched a movie called
The Boy in the Striped Pajama. We also read
about Anne Frank and how her father survived
the Holocaust but she and her mom did not
survive. Her father discovered her diary and
shared it with the world. We learned that over
6,000,000 Jews were killed in concentration
camp during the Holocaust.

by Craig Spencer
            At our Passover Seder, I learned about
a different celebration and how to celebrate it.
At the Seder we wore a special kind of hat
calle d a yarmulke. We learned a different
language called Hebrew and learned how
Moses tried to free the Jewish slaves from
Egyptians and Moses had God’s help. I also
learned that God sent down the ten plagues
onto the Egyptians. Moses split the Red Sea
to allow the Jews to escape from Egypt.
            At the Seder, one of the things people
eat are bitter to remind them of the harsh times
when they were slaves and when they had to
work hard under the Egyptians. We also learned
that at the Seder table, there is always a cup of
wine left for Elijah, the prophet that will tell
us of the Messiah’s coming.
 The Hebrews, who escaped the torture from the
slave masters, did not have time to let their bread
rise, because the Pharaoh Rameses may have
changed his mind and not let them leave. When
Rameses did not let Moses’ people go, God sent
down ten plagues to punish the Egyptians.
Lastly, each year people wait for the invisible
Elijah to take a sip of the wine. We also ate a
type of cracker called matzo. When we ate the
matzo we found out it was so dry that we had
to drink wine (grape juice) with it. Some of us
dipped the matzo into the wine and ate it that
way.  We ate chicken (pork was out of the
question since it isn’t Kosher), salad and noodle
pudding that really wasn’t pudding at all. We
all had a good time. The lesson that I learned
from the Passover Seder is, you’re never too
old to learn new things.

by Shadorian Watt
When I heard that my class was going to

the Jewish Children’s Museum, I was excited. In class
we were learning about the Holocaust, thanks to our
teacher Ms. Lerner. She is Jewish and the class has
been comparing slavery and the Holocaust. So, of
course the whole class was excited about the trip.

             The day we went on the trip, we were lucky
enough to have an excellent guide named Leah.
We went upstairs and the guide talked about some
of the little things that could be done to make the
world a better place to live in. Some people in the
class talked about picking up trash off of the streets,
turning off lights when it is not being used and
unplugging household appliances when they aren’t
being used as well. We also made cards to be sent
to people in hospitals, orphanages and nursing

homes. This was to teach us not to be self- centered
and to think about others who are all alone.
            When we moved to the next exhibit, we saw
a huge bowl of matzo ball soup. There were also
enormous candles like the ones to light on Shabbas.
The guide told us about the Sabbath, and that nobody
does any work on that day. She also explained to us
that on all other days they would be busy cleaning up,
but on the Sabbath they do nothing but rest.
            Then she started to talk about the Passover,
but my class already knew about that, so we turned
things around and told her everything we knew about
Passover instead. We told her that Passover is celebrated
to remember when the Jewish people escaped from
Egypt and how Matzo came into being because the
Jews had no time to finish baking their bread, so they
left their bread flat and that’s why it is called matzo.
This day was both educational and fun; I had a blast!

Trip to Jewish Children Museum

Passover
Seder

S A C R E D  H O L I D A Y S
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      In April we were invited to
attend and participate in an
assembly program. We read
poems that we wrote about either
ourselves, slavery or about the
Holocaust. We also danced the
Hora, an Israeli folk dance. After
our class participation was over,
we took our seats and waited
while Mr. Tinglin introduced
Rabbi Jacob, a Holocaust
survivor.

      Everyone was excited to be
able to meet a Holocaust
survivor in person. Rabbi Jacob
told us that he was happy that
we were interested in hearing
his story. He also told us that the
poems we recited to the audience
were good and that we danced
the Hora well. Rabbi Jacob told
us stories about life during the
Holocaust, once he was finished
he gave us a chance to ask him
questions. I enjoyed this
assembly a lot.

What an assembly!
I N  R E M E M B R A N C E
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We asked some of our students in after
school what exactly did they like most about
the program;  these were some of their
responses:
I like to do martial arts and play basketball
at afterschool. I am very good at playing
basketball. I practice with my brothers
everyday when I get home from school. My
brothers don’t play as good as I do so I try
to teach them. Maybe one day they’ll be as
nice as I am and I’ll be proud.  Basketball
is probably my most favorite sport.  I love
watching the professionals play in the NBA
because they inspire me and get me excited
about the game.
— Joe

 What I like to do at afterschool is play
basketball especially when the coach comes
and takes us to the gym
— Ashawn Baird

I like after school because we get to learn
how to play the piano. We learn how to
dance, play basketball, and paint. We eat
lunch and are given snacks and we play
games. And that’s why I like going to
afterschool.
— Shanise Greats

Why Do
YOU  Like

After School?

E X T R A - C U R R I C U L A R

SURVEY SAYS

by Alexis Belgrave
            My favorite time of the year is winter. I like winter
because I can go ice- skating and if it snows I can play
in the snow for hours. Sometimes I get to stay home
from school in the winter when it’s too cold outside, I
love days like those. I like to wrap up in a blanket and
eat hot food in the winter time. I like it when it rains
because it helps the flowers, soil and grass to grow. I like
the winter time.

My After School Program
by Samaya Watkins
            At afterschool I would like to learn math, writing,
reading, social studies and learn how to respect people
and focus on my work.
            There are many things that I would like to learn
in afterschool.  I want to have better grades in school and
I think that afterschool would help me to do better.  I would
like to learn Math, writing, reading, and social studies.
The reason I want to learn more is because I love to learn.

 Learning is fun because it makes me smarter.  Sometimes
it can be boring especially when it is hard but I always
feel good when I learn something new.  At afterschool,
the teachers help all the students to learn these things.

            On of the things I like most about afterschool is
learning how to respect people. I think that teaching respect
make us better students.  I don’t want to be part of a bad
school because that would mess up my life.  I want to be
as smart as I can be, have fun and enjoy my time in school.
 School can be fun if everyone does what they’re supposed
to and I am glad that there a teachers who care enough to
help students understand this.
            In afterschool I also learned how to focus on my
work.  I don’t always like doing work especially after a
long day of school.  That is the worst.  Sometimes I just
want to play games or hang out with my friends but the
teachers want us to do work.  I remember one teacher
saying that I did not spend enough time concentrating on
my work and that I needed to focus more if I wanted to
be smarter.  This motivated me to do better.  After School
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Letter to Mr. Lutchman
Dear Mr. Lutchman,

I would like to ask you if we could
have more sports in school, like baseball,
two- hand touch football and soccer. I
understand that you are a good soccer player
and you could probably be our coach. Sports
can help us to exercise, learn how to work
together and play as a team.

We could also learn how to work
together in the classroom as well. By the
students working together, it will show
that we can accomplish anything; it will
also show that we can cooperate with each
other and most of all, it will show that we
 have learned how to help each other.

Respectfully yours,
Kristopher Jimenez

Next I went to a four- year college and got a
BA Degree, I also attended a couple of Higher
Education Universities. Today I have 3 Masters
in Early Childhood, Special Education and
Leadership Education, which is administration
leadership program.
Q: How does it feel to be a Principal?
A: Being a principal feels rewarding, it’s
challenging and it is hard work. Most
importantly it is the problem solving that the
job is all about, looking at problems and
applying strategies to solve them. Also coming
up with the solutions that bring forth the best
outcomes.
Q: Who inspired you to become a principal?
A: I would say my teachers, the many teachers
I had and the many principals who have played
a very important role in my life. They have
inspired me to become a principal but more
importantly I think it’s the drive inside of me.
Someone once told me that “as a good
classroom teacher I could have an impact on
my class, but I can have a greater impact on
all the kids if I become the principal.” With
this I knew I could touch the lives of many
children and there families.
Q: Are you proud of what you do?
A: Absolutely if I wasn’t proud I wouldn’t be
here, the day I stop being proud is the day I
quit my job as Principal of P.S. 270. Quitting
is not likely because I love what I do.
Q: Do you think your students enjoy the
things you’re doing for P.S. 270?
A: That is probably one of the most difficult
questions you’ve asked me today. We try to
provide activities and we try to provide

enrichment for the students. I can tell by their
involvement that the students appreciate the
things we are doing for them; sometimes that
is a good barometer. We have provided
Saturday Academy for the students but the
turn out has not been great. With this I’ve
come to the conclusion that the students might
be getting caught up on sleep or they have
other things they are involved in on Saturdays.
Or the kids just aren’t too keen on the idea of
going to school on the weekend. I think for
the most part the kids enjoy what we provide
for them, we try to give them a well- rounded
education and activities that will enrich their
lives. Everything is all well as long as they
have their weekends free.
Q: What do you enjoy the most about your job?
A: What I enjoy most about my job is meeting
the children, greeting them and interacting
with them. Walking through the halls daily
and my students call me also all the nice hugs
I get really make my day. You don’t know how
much I appreciate it sometimes I’m having a
really rough time. For instance this morning
was really rough on me but just being with
you guys is more important to me. I think that
it’s the best part of the job, the daily interaction
with the children.
Q: How long do you think you will remain
as the principal of P.S.270?
A: Well that’s a topic that’s been tossed about
in my head for some time now. I’m at a crossroad
now where I have to think about how long I
would stay at the job and where I’d move on
when the time comes. Right now I want to focus
on having good health and if I have good health

then doing some more years at P.S. 270 is what
I want. One of the biggest challenges we have
here at 270 is to ensure that we keep 270 alive
because we have dwindling enrollment. That
means the admissions of children here every
year is getting smaller and smaller, I’m hoping
at some point the school doesn’t get closed
down because of it. With this knowledge I will
try my utmost to make sure that the Johann
Dekalb School, the P.S. 270 School stays alive.
It has to stay alive because I think and I know
the community needs this school.
Q: Are you thinking about furthering your
education by getting your doctorate?
A: You know that furthering my education is
something that everyone around me wants me
to do. Between my mother, my wife, and my
colleagues- even some Universities have written
me trying to get me to enroll in a post- graduate
degree program. I often wonder what would I
do with a doctorate because I’m at a stage in
my life where I’m about to retire. I’m still torn
with that idea perhaps one day I might be
motivated to go on and get a doctorate but I
have given it thought.
Q: What is your relationship with the parents?
A: Well I would say, most of the parents in this
school at some point have been either in my class
or I have had their students in my class. So there’s
been a long relationship; meaning that the kids
that I’m teaching now are children of my previous
students and the grandparents used to be the
parents when I was a teacher. So I have a very
good relationship with the community; it’s like
more of a family setting. So it is safe to say that
I have a good relationship with the parents.

Interview with the Principal   continued from pg 3

More Sports in School
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by Eliab Randolph
If I were President I would want the world

to change. One reason I would want to change the
world is to make better schools and to make more
schools than jails. Another reason is so that I could
make better health care for people. As president I
would pay for sick people to see doctors when they
don’t have enough money. I would also make jobs
available to poor and homeless people. The main
reason why I would want to be president would be to
help the people that can’t afford to help themselves.

by Craig Spencer
             It is important to get a good education so that
when you grow up you can be whatever you want to
be. I have to get an education because when I grow
up I want to be an engineer. I know I have to be really
good in math to become an engineer. It is also good
to get an education to make sure that you don’t end
up on the street, with no money no education and no
chance of getting a job. It is also good to get a job
because then its less likely for me to go to jail because
I won’t be on the streets and getting in trouble.

Dear Mayor Bloomberg,
            I am a fifth grade student
with some important ideas for you
to think about. First, I think that
we need portable laptops in our
schools. This is because some
students don’t have any computers
at home and they actually need a
computer to help themselves in
the learning process which would
also help to get our homework
done faster and neater.
            Next, I also think that we
need a much faster Internet service
because the Internet service in our
school isn’t fast enough. I would
like to see that improvement made
so we could be able to get more
time and turns on one of the two
computers in our classroom.
            Then, I also think that schools
could use new headphones to go
along with the new computers. Many
of our headphones are broken and
I believe that many other students
would like to have new ones. We
can’t always have the sound on
during class time, so the headphones
would be an advantage to us.
             I understand that the city
doesn’t have that type of money
to spend on little things, but I have
an idea to help with that. If you
make a deal with Apple, you could
trade and advertising for laptops.
If everyone who gets a new laptop
to buy only an Apple PC, everyone
would win. Thank you for taking
time to read this.

Respectfully yours,
Veronica Hanc

Letter to
NYC Mayor

If I were the
U.S. President Getting a good

education is key

HELPING  THE  COMMUNITY

Helping our Community
by Alexis Bell

If I see somebody littering I would tell the
person to pick it up. If that doesn’t work I would talk
to the garbage men about coming and cleaning up
the street more often. My last resort would be to take
matters into my own hands and start to clean the
streets on my own. This is because it’s important to
take care of your neighborhood and having so much
garbage around isn’t healthy, people may become
very sick.

by Samantha Stevens & Andre Daviler
We would help the elderly people in the neighborhood
so that they could do their shopping and run their
errands. We would get a group of people from the
city to help the elderly especially when the weather
is bad. Assisting the elderly when the weather is bad
is important because the elderly aren’t able to get out
b themselves and if people like us don’t help the
elderly might starve or get sick. They might get sick
if they run out of medicine and food and people like
us have to make sure that doesn’t happen.

Helping the
Elderly, NeedyLitter in the Streets
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Take a look at some of
PS270 students’
embarrassing moments!
By Makiyah Bobo

I can remember my embarrassing moment
as if it was yesterday. My dad bought me a bike for my
birthday. I was looking forward to riding my new bike
but my dad was very busy and did not have the time to
take me out. He was unable to teach me how to ride,
so I decided to teach myself how to ride- big mistake!
My mother took me to the park and we discovered that
people were having a birthday party there.

My mother said, ‘Let me teach you how to
ride.’ I said, ‘NO! No! No! Let me do it by myself.’ I
looked around the park before I started to ride my bike.
Then I put my knee pads, elbow pads and my helmet
on. I got on my bike I was so proud on myself, but I
couldn’t keep my balance. The next thing I knew I landed
with a BUMP! Everyone laughed. I was so embarrassed.

By Fyness Canty
One embarrassing thing that happened to me was

when I was at my cousin’s house. My cousins and I were playing
on the treadmill instead of exercising on it. We were running on
the treadmill and would speed it up as fast as it could go. When
it was my turn to run on the treadmill my cousin sped it up too
fast and I fell. I was laughing so hard that I couldn’t get up and
stayed at the back of the treadmill, my other cousin hopped on
and she fell just like I did, but fell into me kicking me into the
dresser and I busted my head open. It truly was an embarrassing
and painful moment for me. I learned my lesson after that and
vowed never to get on that treadmill ever again.

by Shanise G.
 In the beginning of March we took a big math test at school that
lasted two whole days. The two test days were Monday and
Tuesday. When we got to the classroom the teacher handed us
each a #2 pencil. The math test was easy because there was
subtracting, addition, multiplication and division on it. I passed
the test, and the teacher threw a party for the class. We pushed all
of the desk together to make a long table. At the party we had
pizza, ice cream, cake, chips, soda and goody bags. When everyone
was done eating we put our chairs put got online and went home.

by Jimmy B.
I came into my classroom one day and my teacher was already
passing out papers. I quickly unpacked my notebooks, pencils
and a ruler. I put my coat and my book bag in the closet and waited
for my test. I was nervous about passing the test already I kept
thinking what if I didn’t pass? My teacher finally handed me my
test and I started on it write away. I worked out the problems on
the test carefully. I finished my test 3rd in the class. I was happy
because I know I did good.

by J. Wingfield

  P.S. 270 is a multi-cultural school which
represents the Diaspora of students from various
countries. This school has a pleasant and inviting
cultures. If I may add, President Obama
mentioned in one of his speeches that ‘we the
people and a  ‘patch work of heritage.’ Similarly,
‘we the people at P.S. 270 represents a ‘patch
work of heritage.’
  As an employee of the Johann Dekalb School-
 P.S. 270, I enjoy coming to work everyday.
Each day brings with it new experiences. No
day is the same at P.S. 270. It gives me pleasure
to witness the growth of students as they develop
self- confidence, self- esteem, and social skills.
Students learn to recognize and build their
character. Traits like honesty, respect,
responsibility and perseverance are developed
daily. Children learn communication, active
listening, problem solving, understanding and
managing group dynamics. Working with these
youngsters reminds me that it’s okay to be
different and that a journey starts somewhere.
            I am now going to share with you, the
reader, an experience which gave me hope and
resiliency.
            One afternoon while sitting at my desk

my phone rang. I picked up the phone. I answered,
‘Counseling, good afternoon.’ The party on the
other end of the phone said, ‘Good evening, my
name is LMN and I am calling from NPQ
hospital. May I please speak to Ms. Wingfield?’
hesitantly,  I replied, ‘Speaking.’  Of course I
don’t know anyone at NPQ hospital. Surprisingly,
I was informed that a student who received
counseling services from me was admitted to
NPQ hospital and the only one LMN wanted to
call was  me, Ms. Wingfield. I was surprised.
            After a lengthy conversation with the
individual I hung up. Immediately I began
thinking ‘How can this be? I thought this student
hated me. Needless to say, this student had
disrespected me daily, even during sessions.
After much debate with myself I realized the
student did not know how to respond to or
reciprocate love and care.
            When LMN returned to school, during
our daily chat it was revealed that ‘In the whole
world you (Ms. Wingfield) was the only one
who listened and cared.’ My heart opened and
we embraced.
            After many years the student will visit
me when in the neighborhood. The
aforementioned scenario teachers - never give
up, keep trying, there is always light in the end
of the tunnel.

Score Big on Next Math Test

Moments to Remember & Forget
Hopeful words from those
who love the students, school

A C A D E M I C S
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NY Jets Are The Best
by Kaylan Biggs

The New York Jets are a professional
American football team. They are members of the
Eastern Division of American football games in the
Eastern Ruther. These games are held in New Jersey
at the Giants Stadium. The training facilities and
corporate headquarters opened in 2008 and are located
in Florham, New Jersey. Their headquarters and
training facilities were formerly located at Hofstra
University in Hempstead, N.Y.

 The team began in 1960 as a charter
member of the American League under the name
New York Titans. In 1963 it was bought and renamed
after Andres J. Grosser. The Jets later joined the NFL
as part of the AFL- NFL merger. The Jets hold the
distinction of being the first AFL team to defeat a
NFL club in an AFL- NFL World Championship
game, when they defeated the Baltimore Colts in
Super Bowl III.

On August 6, 2008 the Jets acquired
quarter- back Brett Favre from the Green Bay Packers
for a conditional 4th round draft pick. The Jets had
originally intended to pick Favre in the 1991 NFL
draft, but the Atlantic Falcons who were one spot
ahead of the Jets chose him instead. On August 7th
2008 was the day that Brett Favre was traded to the
NY Jets who decided to part ways with quarter- back
Chad Pennington. He was released from the team
later on that day and eventually went on to sign with
the Miami Dolphins. Brett Favre threw 6 touch
downs in a 56- 35 point win against Arizona Cardinals,
this was accepted to be one of the best games Favre
ever played. The NY Jets finished the regular season
with a 9-7 record eliminated from play of contention.

          The NY Jets running back Thompson Jones
had his best season as a pro with 1,312 rushing yards
and 13 rushing touchdowns. He also added 207 yards
and 2 more touch downs as a receiver out of the
back- field. The NY Jets failed to have a receiver
exceed 1,000 yards since 2005. Yet they seemed to
have a more balanced attack in the air with 2 receivers
with at least 850 yards.

            Rookie tight end Dustin Keller impressed
with 28 catches for another 525 yards and 3
touchdowns. The defensive leader for the Jets,
Darrelle Revis with 5 interceptions and 16
defensive passes. Eric Barton with 119 tackles,
Kerry Rhodes with 8 tackles for a loss and Shaun
Ellis with 8.0 sacks. The Jets are the best team
EVER in my eyes.

MVP Thursday
by Shane Wiggins

Dwayne Wade was born on January 17,
1982 and today he is a professional basketball player.
Dwyane plays for the Miami Heats and he earned
his first NBA scoring title. Dwyane is a popular
player in the basketball league.

Dwyane entered the league with little fan
fare as the fifth pick in the 2003 NBA draft. Wade
has become one of the most accomplished players
on the NBA, by leading the Miami Heats to their
first NBA Championship. He was named 2006 MVP.

My Favorite Athlete:
Devin Harris
by Saquan Allison

Devin Harris was born and raised in
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Harris went to Wauwatosa
East High School; there he was a superb athlete. He
took up volleyball and basketball and gained all
conference honors for volleyball. Devin should great
talents achieving those honors because he only played
the sport for one season. He then started to only focus
on playing basketball until he was injured during his
sophomore year of high school. The injury forced
Harris to slow down a little because he couldn’t
attend summer basketball camp and play in
tournaments. Not being able to attend these
tournaments and summer basketball camps had a
negative effect on being recruited.

During Harris senior year he set school
scoring records through out an undefeated regular
season. In 2001 he was named ‘ Mr. Basketball.’
Harris is finally accepted an offer to play for Dick
Bennett at the University of Wisconsin Madison.
Bennett retired in the midst of the upcoming season
by the time Harris arrived on campus. In the 2001-
2002 season Harris’ first season at the University of
Wisconsin he was already a starter on the team. His
 ‘break out’ season was during his sophomore year,
when he led the Badgers to their second consecutive
Big Ten Championship. In the NCAA Tournament,
the Badgers reached the ‘Sweet 16,’ they lost against
the university of Kentucky.

By 2003- 2004 Harris established himself
as one of the top players in the nation. He was the
leader of the team and was considered a ‘coach on
the floor.’ Harris decided to leave college after his
junior year to play in the NBA. Devin Harris played

for the Dallas Mavericks and averaged 5.7pp and
2.2apg during his rookie season. He also ranked
second in the NBA with steals by the time the 2006-
 2007 season came around. The ‘coach on the floor’
averaged 10.2 points, 2.5 rebounds and 3.7 assist per
game. He became the starting point guard and helped
lead the Mavericks to a team record of 67 wins in
the regular season. The end of the 2007- 2008 season
named Harris a co- captain along with Dick Now.

            On February 19, 2008 Harris was traded to
the New Jersey Nets in his home game against the
Milwaukee Bucks. Devin as well as fans, coaches
and teammates were disappointed when the New
Jersey Nets didn’t make the playoffs for the first time
in 7 years. Harris was named an All Star for the first
time in his career on January 29, 2009.

            Harris is a combo guard that relies on his
speed to get where he wants in a game. He developed
a midrange jump shot and a great crossover.

Soccer
By Kenneth Jones

There is a large diversity of sports that
seem to be crowd favorites. Football and baseball
are crowd favorites and basketball is the #1 crowd
favorite. There are other crowd favorites one that I
didn’t mention is soccer. Soccer isn’t the #1 crowd
favorite but it is in the Top Ten and this says a lot
about the sport. Soccer happens to take the 4th seat
on the Top Ten list.

            I’ve been playing soccer since I was 4 years
old. The sport isn’t as easy as it looks, many people
think that kicking a ball couldn’t be that hard but it
is. Not being able to touch the ball is a hard rule to
follow. There are a lot of rules and preparations you
must know and follow when playing soccer. One
way you have to prepare yourself is by wearing
protection gear such as shin guards, knee- pads and
elbow pads (optional,) and goal- keeper gloves. Goal
keeper gloves are only warn by the goal- keeper
(goalie.)

In order to be a successful soccer player
you have exercise. If you don’t stretch and exercise
before and between games you wont be in shape to
play. Another important part of being a good and
successful soccer player is eating breakfast. Breakfast
is the most important meal of the day, it keeps you
balanced and focused. If you don’t eat breakfast then
you wont have your head in the game. So as you
have read soccer is no walk in the park and you now
know that if your not prepared you can get hurt.

P S  2 7 0  S P O R T S  R O U N D U P
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Family Reunion
by Kelaiah Randolph
           My family and I went Maryland for a family reunion.
I was 9 years old and I was excited to see some of my family
members that I never met before. My sisters, my niece, my
parents and I came up in one car and my cousins and uncle
came up in another. My aunt owned a mini mansion and it’s
beautiful. We were the first ones there since we came a whole
day before the reunion. My sisters and cousins wanted to hang
out outside before we went it but we soon found out it was
boring. There weren’t many people outside, just too people
playing basketball, as hot as it was. So we rode around on my
scooter for a wile until we got hot and tired and went in.
            The next day everyone was outside setting up for the
big reunion barbeque. While all of the adults set up my cousin
and I played tag. Soon most of my family was there, I was
introduced to a lot of family. The barbeque was a lot of fun; I
played with my cousin Brianna that I just met. She was around
my age and really cool, we all played catch until it got late.
Soon the barbeque was over but I will never forget all the fun
I had it was a dream come true.

Family Day by Branniya Cedeno
One day I went to Chuck E. Cheese’s.  There

were lots of games and rides. There was bowling and
basketball and I played ‘shoot the bears’.  I played a lot of
games.  It was the best feeling when I won.  I didn’t win
all the games because my mom was just as good as me in
some and she beat me.  I love my mom because she is cool
and she knows how to have fun.  My family and I had so
much fun.  The next time we go to Chuck E. Cheese’s, I
am going to beat everyone and be the best in all the games.

Every weekend my family and I go out to eat.
We have fun whenever we are together.  That is why I love
to be with my family.  I love when we go to T.G.I. Friday’s
because their food tastes really good.

by Samuel Stevens
The time I was lost in Philadelphia was on the 4th of July. I was going

to a wedding with my grandmother and my great grandparents. I was excited to
be going to the wedding. The ride wasn’t suppose to be long and I looked out
the window the whole time and saw trees, a rabbit and a skunk.
             My grandmother was using a GPS but didn’t seem to be following the
directions. Soon we got lost in the woods. I started to get scared, but my grandmother
told me to calm down.
            We circled for thirty minutes until my grandmother had to call my cousin
Sean for directions to the wedding. With Sean’s help we finally got to the wedding.
I was so happy for my cousin Brittany since she got married.

by Kayloni Edwards
             The day I went on a cruise we had
to wake up at 3:00 AM to take a cab to JFK
airport. Once we were at the airport we had
to go through security, which took a very
long time. Two hours later the plane was
ready, and we all started to board. We were
given headphones and blankets. Soon the
plane took off and the ride was about 3 to 4
hours, then we landed in Miami. In the Miami
airport we got our luggage and got on a big

bus that was suppose to bring us to the cruise
ship. Finally we were at the ship I was so
excited, once we were settled I asked my
mom if I could go play with my cousin and
she said I could. My cousin and I went to
the pool, we went on the water slide and it
was so fun. When we were finished with the
pool I went on the dance floor with the rest
of my family and danced and danced until
I was tired. I told my mom I was tired and
she gave me the room key and as soon as I
found the room I went to sleep.

Going On a Cruise

Trip to Philly

Family Corner

S E E I N G  T H E  W O R L D

28

28



My First Pet
by Patricia Joyner
       One Tuesday my sister and I went to Petland to
look at all of the animals. I saw lots of animals they
were making a lot of noise. After walking around
looking at different animals I decided that I wanted
a hamster. I asked my mother if I could get a hamster
I was nervous to ask her at first but I did anyways.
Mommy said that I could get a hamster I was so
excited that I hugged her.
      Mommy and I walked around the pet store for
about 15 minutes trying to pick out a hamster.
Petland had so many hamsters to choose from. It
was a black hamster that my mother pointed out to
me that I decided was perfect for me. I never saw
such a beautiful hamster. We took the black hamster
home and put it in a temporary cage. I decided to
name the hamster ‘Midnight’ because its dark coat
reminded me of a darks sky.
      Mommy and I began to prepare the hamster cage;
we put bedding in the cage, a water bottle, a food
dish and a wheel. We filled the water bottle with
water, put food in the dish then we got ready to put
Midnight in his cage but he was missing. Mom and
I got very nervous because we thought Midnight
would be lost forever. We started to look all over the
house, after about 10 minutes I thought we would
never find Midnight. My mother told me not to stop
looking for Midnight because he had to be somewhere
in the house and close by too. I didn’t stop and I
found the hamster it was in the bathroom. I was so
relieved; I picked Midnight up and took him to his
new home. Midnight ran to his food dish and started
to eat, mommy and I figured Midnight escaped
because he was hungry. Midnight never escaped
again.

Cute Kitten
by Branniya Cedeno
      One day when I was coming home from school
and I saw a little kitten in the hallway. I thought the kitten
was so cute and little and I got an idea. I asked my mom
‘Can I please bring the kitten inside the house just to eat
food, then let it back in the hallway.’ My mom said ‘Ok!’
So we let the kitten come in and fed it, we played with
the kitten and realized it was a girl. When it was time
to set the kitten back into the hallway she didn’t want
to go back out. I felt so sorry for the kitten because she
didn’t want to be alone out in the hall. My mother said
‘We have to keep her,’ and I said ‘yeah!’ I was very

excited because I now had my first pet.
      Once the decision was made to keep the kitten,
we decided to make sure the kitten knew she had
a home. We made the kitten a bed out of an old
blanket and my dolls pillow and showed her around
the apartment. My mom and I were so happy to
have rescued the cute little kitten. We were so excited
that we forgot all about my dad, we didn’t know
how he would react to a kitten in the apartment.
When my dad came home we told him the story
about the kitten and that we decided to keep her. To
my mother and I surprise dad was happy and excited
too, that we had a pet.

A Lost Cat
by Linsey Maldanado
      One Saturday morning my mom took me to my
sister’s house. As soon as I walked in, before I even
got a chance to say hello she told me that her cat was
lost. She seemed so worried that I had to help her
find her lost cat. I asked her what color the cat was
so that I would have an idea of how the cat looked.
The next thing I asked her was ‘Where was the last
place and time you saw your cat?’ By the ending of
my questioning I knew that the cat was black with
green eyes and was last seen in his litter box.
      My sister was worried because the cat was still
young it was only two years old. She hoped the cat
didn’t wonder outside because it would’ve gotten hit
by a car if it did. After hearing this I knew I had to look
quickly for the cat if I wanted to return it to my sister
safely. The first place I decided to look was outside,
when I went outside I saw big brown and white cat I
knew it couldn’t be the cat my sister was talking about.
I kept looking, I looked all around the house but the
cat was nowhere in sight. When I walked back inside
the cat was on the TV, I went to my sister and told her
that her cat wasn’t lost she was on the TV sleeping.

My Hamsters
by Linsey Maldanado
   Last Friday Breanna and I went to my house after
school. First we did our homework, then we cleaned
my hamster cage. When we finished cleaning out the
cage, we put the cage back together and put the hay
in. We were excited because next we were going to
give the hamsters a bath.
     F irst we put the shampoo on the hamsters. One of
the hamsters kicked the water Slash! Water was all
over the bathroom. The water hit Breanna in her face,

Breanna said, ‘Look at me,’ and I started to laugh at
her. She scooped up some water and threw it on me
and she laughed at me. We both were laughing at each
other, we had fun.

      Breanna and I rinsed the shampoo off the
hamsters and let the water out of the tub. Next we
put clean water in the tub so that the hamsters could
swim in the bathtub. Finally we took the hamsters
out, they were wiggling and twisting. We had to
hold them tightly, what a task we had to keep them
from slipping away.

Trip to the NY Aquarium
by Kaylan Biggs
      A trip that I remember going on was when I went
to the sea lion show. I was in day care. My day care
instructor planned the trip to the New York Aquarium
in Coney Island. We took a bus to the Aquarium, the
ride was short but we had a lot of fun on the bus. The
first thing we saw when we got inside the Aquarium
was the shark, everyone was pointing at the sharks. The
next animal we saw were catfish I was a little disappointed
because I thought they would be half cat half fish and
they weren’t.

            The one thing I wanted to see was a mermaid
but they don’t exist. My day care instructor took us to
eat lunch after we walked around looking at the animals.
After we ate she took whoever had money to the gift
shop until it was time to go to the sea lion show.

            Finally it was time for the sea lion show so we
all walked to where the show was and found seats. I
was very eager to see the sea lions come out and play.
On TV with shows like this people always volunteer
to help out so I asked if I could volunteer. The sea lion
instructor said no because the sea lions didn’t know
me and that it could be dangerous. But she gave me
a souvenir for wanting to help and I was very happy.
I love sea lions now.

Learning to
interact with

pets & animals

PETS PAGE
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ORGANIZATIONAL SHEET
FOR THE 2008- 2009 SCHOOL YEAR
Teacher
Ms. Y. Llyod
Ms. A. Murray
Ms. M. Betances
Ms. N. Shuler
Ms. C. Allen
Ms. K. Duncan
Ms. P. Anderson
Ms. A. Brown Kemp
Ms. P. Murray
Ms. P. Lawrence
Ms. M. Garner
Ms. B. Woodson
Ms. G. Williams
Ms. L. Lerner
Ms. C. Saunders
Ms. P. Reed

Cluster Teachers
Integrated Tech              Mr. R. de la Cruz
P.E.                                  Ms. C. Wells
Library                            Ms. E. Price
Art                                   Ms. E. Gonney
Secretaries
Ms. L. Tutt        Payroll
Ms. V. Jones        Pupil Personnel

Educational/ Family Assistants:

Ms. L. Brown Ms. Garner
Ms. C. Casseus  P. Anderson
Ms. M. DeBerry A. Brown- Kemp
Ms. C. Haynes Y. Llyod
Ms. C. Jones G. Williams
Ms. L. Valentin  Reed

School Aides
Mr. C. Coleman
Ms. C. Rozzell

Other Services
Ms. M. Davis Budget
Ms. J. Wingfield- Guidance Counselor
Dr. Q. Williams SETSS/ IEP
MS. S. Quinn ELS/ Intv
Ms. K. Grannum Speech/ Intv
Ms. M. Cortes SAPIS
Ms. J. Anderson Math Coach
Mr. F. Dureus    Occupational Therapist
Mr. F. McIntosh Music
Mr. D. Watson SAVE/ B.U.G Coordinator
Ms. E. Hunter Hearing

Parent Coordinator
Ms. T. Livingston

Bed- Stuy Family Center
Ms. J. Casanova Physician Assistant
MS. R. Pierre Medical Assistant

SBST:
Ms. O. Pine-                        Psychologist
Mr. F. Cosenza Team Assistant
Ms. H. McLean Social Worker

Cafeteria Staff:
Ms. M. Blackson
Mr. S. King
Ms. D. Manning
Ms. R. Moriarty Dietician
Ms. G. Rodgers

Custodial Staff:
Mr. W. Magsamen Custodial Engineer
Mr. A. Hambrick
Mr. F. Merced Fireman
Mr. J. Rodgers

Security Staff
Ms. A. Charles

241 Emerson Place, Brooklyn, NY 11205
Mr. Mitra W. Lutchman, Principal
Ms. Linda Green, Assistant Principal

PS270
THE DEKALB SCHOOL
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ABOUT THE PROJECT

Five (5) new homes for five

separate poor families in

the Bethel Town

community; 

Feeding program to provide

daily hot breakfast / meals

to more than 600 school

children at the Bethel Town

Public School;

4,000-square-yard play at

the Bethel Town Public

School, accommodating

more than 700 students and

many spectators. 

A road that is approximately

3/4 miles long, to

accommodate the people and

cars.

by Keith Williams
     If I had three wishes my first
wish would be to go to college.
In college I want to get my
Masters Degree so that I can
become a teacher. I know that if
I get a good education and a job
I would be a good man. With my
education and a job I will try to
get out of the projects and move
to a safer neighborhood.

     My second wish would be to
become a baseball player because
it is my favorite sport. Being a

baseball player I’d be able to hit
the ball, catch it and pitch also.
My favorite baseball players are
Derek Jeter and Alex Rodriguez.
If I were to become a famous
baseball player I would want to
be just like them, maybe not so
much like Alex Rodriguez because
he uses steroids.

     My last wish would be that
my grandpa gets out of the
hospital. He has lung cancer and
I wished that he would get well
soon. When he gets well I would
spend all my time with him.

by Ms. Lloyd- Clarke
& Ms. C. Haynes
     Our most memorable
experience at Public School
270 is our annual school
Carnival. It is a time when
everyone comes together in a
unified manner. The students
are energized by all the fun-
filled activities like the slides,
pony rides, face painting,
sprinklers, etc. The grill is lit
and we join the line to enjoy
delicious charcoal burgers and

hot dogs. The best part of the
day is when everyone is
summoned to partake in the
‘Electric Slide.’ I remember
dancing while I was pregnant
with my youngest daughter,
which is probably why she is
a dancer today! As Ms. Haynes
and myself reflect on the day
we are proud to know that
P.S.270 has extended itself to
the community and on this day
we come together and we are
ONE!

WishesMEMORABLE
EXPERIENCES 3
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Dear School Community,

As the City continues to respond to the H1N1 flu and do all we can to keep everyone
in our school community healthy, I wanted to address a topic that many parents have
questions about: absences due to flu.

The State of New York requires students to be in school a certain number of days each
school year. But in our effort to contain the recent flu outbreak, we have closed some
schools temporarily and encouraged some students who are sick and might be infected
to stay home until their symptoms go away. In other words, our response to H1N1
has led to increased absenteeism in some of our schools.

When a school is closed, the days a student misses are neutral. Students are not marked
absent or present. This means these days will not appear on students’ records.

For schools that have not been closed, we have created a new policy to address absences
related to H1N1. Here’s how it will work:

We are putting a new Absence Reason Code in place that will allow schools to document
that a student was marked absent from school because of flu.
We will not require a doctor’s note from students returning to school after an absence
caused by flu, nor do parents need to document that their child was diagnosed with
the H1N1 virus. However, we are asking that every student present a note from a parent
or guardian explaining the reason for the absence. If the note states the absence was
related to ‘flu,’ we will enter the new code ‘Flu-Related’ into the computer system that
tracks attendance to correspond to the day or days of absence.
The existence and use of this new code will allow schools to make decisions pertaining
to attendance awards ceremonies, promotions, and grades awarded.
Using the above coding process to designate flu as the reason for student absence will
allow students to put their health first. Please be assured that absences related to flu will
be counted as excused in your child’s attendance record.
Please contact your parent coordinator if you have any questions.
Sincerely, Joel I. Klein

Letter to
Chancellor Klein

Chancellor’s Letter to Parents on Flu Vacancy

Dear Chancellor Joel Klein,
            Our basketball team plays at P.S. 270 on Saturdays,
we don’t have any team uniforms. For this reason I am writing
you today asking you if you can be able to sponsor the team
with uniforms. The team would be so grateful to have matching
uniforms with our names and own numbers on it.
            Having these uniforms would do so much for our
teams’ confidence. The other teams we play against who
wear matching uniforms does not take the team seriously
because we play the games in our street clothes. My team
and I feel that getting uniforms would help us to play
better as well. We know that with more confidence knowing
that the other teams can’t judge us based on our looks we
would play better in the game. Our basketball fans would
be able to call out our numbers just like they do for the
other basketball players from the other basketball team.
The fans would be able to come to our games and see their
favorite player score.

-Anonymous-

schools.nyc.gov
F O R  A  W E A L T H  O F  I N F O R M A T I O N

FOR FAMILIES,  STUDENTS & TEACHERS
PLEASE VISIT NYC BOARD OF ED

Bill Tinglin, Executive Director & Publisher
los, SNN Creative Director
Joyce Wingfield, Afterschool Director
Afterschool Teachers
William Tinglin, Kijuan Dale, Giovanni, Sharon Davis & Ms.
Deberry
Silvia Preval, Executive Manager
Tyrell Oglsbey, Videography & Web
Paul Chandler, Consultant
Frankie Mackintosh, Music Teacher
Tasha Manly, Bookkeeper
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STAY INFORMED
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SNN interviews
Maccabi Basketball Team
@ Madison Square Garden

From left to right:  Ralph Mizrahi,
 Shlomo Mosseri and Tal Brody,

The PS270 junior reporters
Linda Green,

William Behrer,
and Harley Lippman

Nevo Brand and Juliet Lippman
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Candids from the Classroom
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SHARE THIS PROJECT WITH

FAMILY & FRIENDS
ANYWHERE IN THE WORLD AND THEY CAN SHOW THEIR

SUPPORT AND MAKE A GIFT


